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BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


[Continued from No. 19 } 


consult the wishes of the people of the District, 
and form its laws, :o as best to promote their we!- 
{ace and happiness. = ; 

Rut the people of the District are silent on th's 
subject; they ask for no charge in their domestic 

licy; they have heretofore remonstrated egainst 
any ecion by Congress on their right to bold 
saves, and would probably again remons'rate, 
if they apprehended any danger of such actios. 
They hold that they have a clearly legal and 
rgh'ful property in and to their slaves; that the 
Constitution of the Un ted States protects them in 
the enjoyment of such right. Now, whatever may 
be the opinion of the petitioners as to the right, ab- 
stractedly considered, of men to hold human beings 
as property, this ques ion was settled before the 
Constitation was formed—before this ten mils 
square Was ceded tothe Union; and Congress, as 
legislators of the Union, have no powerover it. 

Next to the people of this District,those more im- 
mediately interested are the States who ceded this 
Territory '0 the United States. The c’s-ion was 
made by Maryland and Virginia, when, as now, 
both those States held slaves; and their right to 
this species of property was no where questioned. 
It may fa'rly be supposed, that when the cession 
was made, it wes not imagined by any 
one that slavery wou'd, or cou'd be abo- 
lished here, until it should be abolished in 
those States. Had such an_e event been 
thought probable, the ahle men who guided 
the counse's of thes? States would have gua‘ded 
egainst an event so very threatening to their secuti y 
anirepoe. But these States are not alone in re§ 
garding the measures prayed for by the pet.tioners 
as ho-ti'e to their interes s; all the Sta'es in which 
slavery 1s hell lawful, consider the agitat on of 
this question as full of danger, and the attempt to 
abolish slavery here, but asa first step in an wn- 
just and uncenstitut.onal interference with their 
nghts. If, hen, Congress has the power to legislate 
for this District cn this subject, as I hold they 
clearly have such power, they have no right to ex- 
ercis? this power against the will of the inhabi- 
tan's of the Di-tiict; against the will of those 
vho ceded the Distrct to ‘he Un on; and against 
the willof the other slaveholJing States; unless, 
iud-ed, the safety of the whele Union imperiously 
demands such legislation of us. 

When this con’eJeracy of States was formed, 
and even when the Consiitution of the United 
States was adopted, most of the Sta'es held slaves. 
The laws of all (except, perhaps, Mass schusetts) 
recognised the lawfulness of domestic slavery. 
Since that time, many of the States have entirely, 
aud some others partially, abelished it; and it 
seems to me that it is, and has long been, in a 
gradual course of extinction. It is, however, an 
institution of the State Governments, a matter of 
mere State regulation, with which, as it exisis in, 
or may be regulatel by, the States, the Govern- 
ment of the United States, having ncthing to do 
directly, should abstain from interfering indirectly. 

Such, Mr. President, is my view of the subject, 
ait respects the power and duties of Congress; 
but there is another view which it is my duty to 
Sate. Iam here as one of the representatives of 
asoversign State, meeting with the representatives 
of twenty-five other equally sovereign and inde- 
pendent States, to exercise with my friend and 
colleague those strictly limited powers which have 
been conferred on the General Government, and 
bound by every principle of duty, of honor, and 
of inclination, to obey the wi.l cf the State whose 
servant | am. 

The State I in part represent, is one of the first 
inthis Union in all the elements of political power; 
itis not second to any in its entire devotion to those 
Plincip'es of equality and justice, which are the 
Professed foundation of our social institutions; to 
hone in her firm attachment to the union of the 
lates, She would not permit any interference on 
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ihe part of o her Sta‘es or societies with her institu- 
tions, unless addressed directly to her friendly con- 
sideration by those whu m‘ght consider themselves 
aggrieveil by them; nor would she interfere wi h 
the laws and regulations of other States, or justify 
her citizens ia doing so, uncer any other circum- 
stances. Slavery is an institution not on'y inter- 
dicted by the funda vental laws of Ohio, but it is 
entirely contrary to the genius and habits of her 
people. If petitions were to be presented here, ; ray- 
ing some action of Congress which would, though but 
indirect!y and remotely, tend to establish slavery in 
Ohio, or which her citizens believed would have that 
tende:.cy, sucha measure could not but be regarded 
as one of hostility to Ohio by her representatives 
here; and hostility, too, not from an individual 
Senator, but from a co-State; for Senators, being 
representatives of sovereizn States, cannet be pre- 
sumed to act from themselves merely, but only by 
authority of the State whose agen's they are Ohio 
might, and probably would, treat all such demon- 
Strations with scorn and contempt; but if persisted 
in, and followed up from year to year, evincing a 
settled determination to compel a change, she 
could not but regard the States whcse representa- 
tives here promoted such attacks upon her, as un- 
friendly towards her. 

Ohio will do uato others as she claims that they 
should do to her: as she will not permit any inter- 
ference with her own institutions, so she will not 
pe:mit her servants to interfere with the insti'u- 
tions of other States. I know her will upon this 
matter; it is clear and unequivocal. Resolutions of 
ter Assembly have repeatedly declared her senti- 
men's upon the subject-matter of these petitions, 
and her ceeded opinion that the attempt making by 
these petitioners, “is hostile to the spirit of the Con- 
Stitulion, and destructive of the harmony of the 
Unien;” and a recent more numerous assemblage 
of Democratic delegates in a State ecnvention, than 
has ever before met in that State, with but three 
dissenting voices, adopted the following res>lutions: 

“Resolved, That in the opinion of this conven- 
lion, Congie-s ovght not, without the consent of 
the people of the Dis:r.ct, and of the S ates of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict «f Colum‘ia; and that the efforts now making 
for that purpose by erganized societies in the free 
States, are hostile to the spirit of the Constitution, 
and destructive to the harmony of the Union. 

“Resolved, That slavery being a domestic insti- 
tu'ion recognised by the Consti'ution of the Unived 
Sra‘es, we, as citizens of a free State, have no right 
to interfere with it, and that the organizing of so- 
cie‘ics and associations in free States, in opposition 
to the iastitutions of sister States, while productive 
of no good, may be the cause cf much mischief; 
and while such associ.tions, for political purposes, 


ought to te discountenanced by every lover of | 


peace and corcord, no scund Democrat will have 
pertor lot with them. 

“Resolved, That political Abolitionism is but an- 
cient Federal sm, under a new guise, and that the 
political ac'ion of anti-slave y societies, is only a 
device forthe overthrow of Dem cracy.” 

ILkn w, sir, that these resolutions express the de- 
libera'e judgment «f the Democracy of Ohio; as to 
the sentiments of the opponents of the Democratic 
perty, the Hartisonians,* I know less, Their ecn- 
duct is open to observation. By that it is well 





*Harrisonians.—A larze meeting of the Whig 
party at Chillicothe, in Ohio, lately adopted the fol- 
lowing reso‘ution: 

Resolved, By this meeting, that the cause in 
which we are enzaged is the cause of civil liberty, 
and the perpetu:ty of cur happy, but a' present de- 
ranged ins'itutions. And knowing as we do, that 
political names alone keep many from our renks 
whose hearis are with us, now be it known and re- 
solved, from this day forward, that a!l political 
names, such as Loco Foco, Democrat, Repub'i- 
can, Whig, e:c. be now merged in the general and 
heart-stirring appellation ef Harrisonians, 
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known that they hold im their fraternal embrace 
the en‘ire Abolition part of the population of 
Ohio. 

As to the fema’e signeis of these petitions, I have 
a word tosay. Nature seems to have given to the 
male sex the exclusive powers of government, by 
giving to that sex the physical stret wih and energy 
which the exercise of those powers cals into con- 
stant and active exertion. ‘To the femalea more 
del‘cate physical organization is given; and she 
need not repine that she has not the iron nerve of 
her protector, man; he has the storms of life to en- 
counter; she the calm and sunshine of domestic 
peace and quietto enjoy. Hers is the dowestic al- 
lar; there she ministers and commands, in all 
ihe plenitude of undisputed sway, the fountain 
of love and blessedacss to all atound het; let her 
not seek madly to descend from this eminence to 
mix with the strife of ambition or the cares of Go- 
verament; the field of politics is not her appropriate 
arena; the powers of Government are not within 
her cognizance, as they could not be within her 
knowledge, unless she neglected higher and holier 
duties to acquire it. Bound by her associations, by 
her education and habits, as the American woman 
is, to the institutions and laws and manners of her 
country, let her evidence the soundness of her 
principles, by guiding the yourg minds committed 
to her maternai charge, to that same love of liberty 
and devotion to their coun'ry she feels, and she 
need net fear but that her sons will correct all the 
errors of Government, as experience shall point 
them out. For myself, {cannot recognise the right of 
my fair countrywomen to inte:ference with public 
affairs. Whether siavery shall be abclished in the 
District of Columbia or not, belongs noi to them to 
say; much less does it belong to the women of Ohio 
to agitate questions of pubiic policy, which their 
own State Government has ofien ceciared it wrong 
in her citizens to meddle with. 

For these reasons, I decline presenting these pe- 
uiions to the Senate. 

Mr. PRESTON said there was nothing before 
the Senate to excuse his remarks, but he could net 
repress the feelings of pleasure and satisfaction with 
which he had listened to the eloquence and patriotic 
remarks of the Senator from Ohio. Should the 
same sentimen's be expressed from other sections 
of the country, the incendiary spirit of Abolition- 
ism would soon be tramp'ed down and extinct. 
Standing in the political relations he did to the 
Senator, he could express his feelings more freely; 
and for himself, and in behalf of the section of the 
Union more particularly interested in this matter, 
he teadered to the Senate his sincere and heait'elt 
thanks. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of Henry 
Wilson, praying to be allowed to locate on any of 
the unappropria‘ed public lands a traet of land in 
lieu of a hke quantity erroncovsly entered by him 
at the land ofhce at Helena; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the petition and pa. 
pers of Francis Cazeau, now on the files, were re- 
fer.ed to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of the 
Galena Chamber cf Commerce, praying an appro- 
priat on for the removal of obstructicns to the na- 
viga'ion of the Upper and Lower Rapids of the M.s- 
sissippi river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. TALLMADGE, it was or- 
dered that the retition of the widcw of George 
Hood, now on file, bz refered to the Committee 
cn Pensions. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memcral of the 
president and d rectors of t.e Bank ef Alexandria, 
in the Distiict of Co!ombia, praying an extension 
of their charter, for the purpose of enabling them 
to wind up the effairs cf that institution; which was 
referred io the Commitee on tLe Disir.ct of Colum- 
bia. 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of W. A. 
Duer and others, praying that surveys may be ag, 
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thorized by the United States, with a view to the 
ascertaining the practicability of cons'ructing a ship 
canal across the Isthmusof Panama,and when ascer- 
tained, that the co-operation of other Governments 
be invited in the accompli-hment of that object; 

hich was referred to the Commiitee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted a communication 
from Noah Fairbank, containing suggestions in re- 
lation to the means of securing steamboats against 
fire; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 

Resolved, 'Fhat the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform the Senate what measures have been 
taken to asceriain and satisfy the debts cf the 
Winnebago nation of Indians, for the payment of 
which the residuary sum of $150,000 was appro- 
priated by the fourth article of the treaty of Ist 
November, 1837, made with that nation. 

Also, what causes have interposed to prevent the 
remova! of those Indians to the “neutral ground” 
west of the M'ssissappi, in pursuance of the third 
article ef said treaty. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Jacob 
Dunham, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to will was referred the bill fcr the relief of 
ceriain companies of Michigan Militia, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, frem the Commtiee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the bi!l for the 
relief of John L. Scott, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. W. also, from the Committee on Claims, to 
which the following bills were referred: 

A bi'l for the relief of William Berret; 

A bil! for the relief of Charles A. Dod ; 

A bill for the relief of Dennis Quinlivan; 

A bi'l for the relief of Alfred Westfall; 

A bill for the relief of James H. Ralston; 

A bill for the relief of David McNair; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Hanks; and 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Ferguson; 
reported the same severally w.thout amendment, 
and recommended that they do not pass. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred a me- 
morial of the Board of Health of the city of Wash- 
ington, reported a bill to authorize the erection of a 
hospital in the city of Washington, and for other 
purposes; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
Zadoe Martin, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. from the same committce, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of Samuel Massey and Thomas James; 
which was agreed to. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. NICHOLAS asked and 
obiained leave to bring ‘n a bill to authorize the 
Legislature of the State of Lou'siana to s-ll the 
lands heretofore appropriated for the use of schoo!s 
within that State; which was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on the Pablic Lands. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. FULTON asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a billto perfect the titles 
to ands south of the Arkansas river, held under 
New Madrid locations and pre-emp ion rights un- 
der the act of 1814; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. LINN asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill to quiet the tities of 
certain land claimants in the State of Missouri and 
Arkansas, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following motion, 
which, by unanimous consent, was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Commitiee on Claims be in-’ 


structed to inquire into the expediency of settling 
the accounts of Francis Gehon, late Marshal of 


Wisconsin, and now Marsha! of Iowa Territory, 
on just and equitable principles. 

Mr. WHITE presented three petitions from ci!l- 
zens of the Territory of Wisconsin, praylog that 
ceitain lands in the Milwaukie land dsirict may 
be exposed to public sale, and that pre-emption 
rights may be granted to the settlers thereon; which 
were severally referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. WHITE submitied the following motion, 
which, by unanimous consent, was considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reads and 
Cana!s be instructed t@ inquire into the expediency 
of causing asurvey to be made of the Ohio river 
at the falls, with a view to ascertain the practica- 
bility of improving the navigation thereof. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the moticn 
submitted by Mr. Wesster, on the 27th ult. in re- 


lation to vessels propelled by steam; which was, 


on his motion, amended and agreed to, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Commitee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire whether the laws respecting 


vessels propelled by steam do not require amend- | 


ment, and whether it be not expedient, among 
other provisions, to make the following, viz: 

Ist. That the owners or masters of a'l steam- 
boats or vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
steam, employed in the transporiation of passen- 
gers, or of goods, wares, or merchandise, or of 
both, fer hire, shall be deemed to all intents and 
purposes common carriers thereof, and shall be 
liable to all the duties and respons bilities impces.d 
on snech carriers by the common law. 
restriction, limitation, or qualification, of any such 
duties and responsibilities, by any special notice or 
contract, or other preceeding on the part of such 
carriers, shall be deemed utter'y void and of no 
validity, or force, or effect whatever. 


24. That whenever any loss, damage, or injury, 
shall occur to any passenner, or to any goods, 
wares, or merchandise on board of auy such 
steamboat or other vessel propelled in whole or in 
part by steam, from fire or steam, or collision with 
any «ther vessel, the same shall te deemed fu!l prima 
Sacie evidence of negligence, sufficient to charge the 
proprietors of such steamboat or other vessel pro- 
pelled by steam, and those in thcir employment, 
with the full amount of such loss, or damage, or 
injury, until they shall show, beyond any reasona- 
ble doubt, that no negligence whatever had oecur- 
red on their part. 

34. Téat if any inpector or inspectors, appointed 
under the law to which this is a supplement, shall 
carelessly or negl gently perform the duties re- 
quired of them by law, or shall make or sign any 
certificate required by the same act, knowing the 
same to eontain any fal:e statement, he and they 
sha!l be deemed guilty of high misdemeanor, and 
shall, on conviction ther: of before any court of the 
United States having competent jurisdiction, be 
punished by fine sot exceeding $590, aad by im- 
prisonment nct exceeding ninety days, according 
to the aggravation of the offence, and shall also be 
liable in civil action to all damages which shall 
be occasioned thereby to any person or persons 
whatever; and that the commitice be instruc‘ed 
further to inqnire and report to the Senate what 
judicial dec’sions have been made under the exist- 
ing law, and especiaily whether it has been the ef- 
fect of any such decision to render the existing law 
inoperative in any part of the country. 


The resolution submitted some days since by Mr 
PRESTON, cal:ing for the reasons of Gov. Call’s 
dismi-sal, and the correspondence of that officer 
with the Secretary of War, was taken up, and be- 
ing mod:fied,on motion by Mr. CLAY ot Alabama, 
by sir.king out that part calling for the reasons of 
dismissal, were passed. 

The bill to repeal certain acts respecting navy 
pensions, and making further provisions in relation 
to navy pensions, was considered as in Commitiee 
of the Whole, and ordered to be engro-sed for a 
hird reading. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill confirming certain land claims in the 
Ouachita land district, in the State of Louisiana; 

The bill to authorise the issuing of a patent to 


And every | 








the heirs or legal representatives of Francis Riy.,; 
deceased; as 
The bill confirming certain land claims in [,p, 
isiana; and ‘i 
The bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacy: yore 
verally read a third time, and passed, ae 
The bill to transfer to the citizens of the Parish 
of Conecrdia, in the State of Louisiana, the y.. 
rest of the United Siates to a certain tract of tae : 
was taken up on its third reading, but t' 
Mr. WALKER intimating an inteniion y, 
pose the bil, it was passed over. 
ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEpstTs 
The report of the select committee on the, ; 
sumption by the Government of the debts of ra 
States, was then taken up, and Mr. PHELps 
addressed the Senate at length in opposition ty jy 
Oa motion by Mr. CALHOUN, 
The Senate adjournel. 


ca, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuespay, February 4, 1840. 

Mr. BLACK, by permission of the House, te. 
ported from the select Commitee of Printing, th 
following resolution, the parsage of which he sa)! 
was neces ary to enable the committee to proce 
in the investigaticn: 

Resolved, That tne select committee on Printing. 
appointed by a resolution of this House on the 
30ih ultimo, be authorized and permitted to ey. 
ploy aclerk to facilitate and reccrd the preceed. 
ings of said commi ‘tee. 

Resolved, Tnat said committee be authorize] ty 
summon end examine witnesses on oath befo 
them, relative to the subject submitted to their cua. 
sideration. 

Mr. ADAMS said the latter part of the resoly. 
tion was unuecessary, and provision was already 
made by law, empowering select committees ; 
examine witnesses on cath. He hoped the gentle. 
man would modify his resolut.on. 

Mr. BLACK said he was not at liberty to modify 
the resolution. It was disecu-sed in commitiee in 
the present form, 2nd adopted, and he was instruci- 
ed to report it to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to sirike out the Jast resolu. 
tion, and amend the first by the insertion of the ‘0. 
lowing words: ‘And shall have power to send for 
persons and papers. 

Mr. L.WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the amendment: not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the amen! 
ment was carried in the affirmative, and the res- 
lution as amended was adopted. 

The House again procee'ed to the election by 
viva voce for Chap 'ain—Messrs. Tatiarerno, Sit 
TONSTALL, Davizs of Pa.and &mitn of Maiue, ac’ 
ing astellers. The tellers repcred the following as 
the result of the second vote: 

Whole number of votes - - 12 

Necessary toachcice - - . 92 

And that the Rev. Mr. Danforth received 31 votes 


cs “ Bates “ 36 
oe es Babbitt se 6 
4: Pe Balch é 34 
“ ac Boyd “ O28 
* = Braxton a 34 
“ = Wilmer on 13 


Tke names of the Rev. Messrs. Reese and Don- 
nellan were withdrawn after the first vote of yes 
terday. 

No person having received a majority of voies, 
there wes noelection. 

The House agein proereded to vite, the sam 
gentiemen acting as tellers. The tellers reporle: 
the following as the result of the 

THIRD VOTE. 


Whole number received - - 176 
Necessary to a choice ss 7 a9 
Rev. Mr. Danforth received - Q2 voles 

tg Bates = o -. aa 

<g Babbit ~ Z fale 

= Balch ° = » 35 

“ Boyd - - - 16 

a Braxton - - - 42 


ss Wilmer . - 5 
Still no choice. 
Mr. SMITH withdrew the name the Rev. Mr. 
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Mr. BARNARD withdrew the name of the Rev 
Mr. Danforth; and 
Mr. JENIFER withdrew the name of the Rev. 


Mr. Wilmer. 
FP. URTH VOTE. 


Whole number received - ° 182 
Necessary to a chcice - - 92 
Rev. Mr. Bates received - - S5votes. 

“ Ba'ch - . ~ 

“ Braxton - - « 

os Wilmer” - - wy 


Stil] no choice. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland withdrew the 
neme of the Rev. Mr. Balch. 

Mr. POPE moved that, by universal cons-nt, the 
House would take the next vote by ballot; but 

Mr. HOFFMAN and others objected; and the 
House proceeded, in the usual way, to the 

FIFTH VOTE. 


Whole nomber of votes . é 175 

Necessary to achoice - . R 88 
The Rev. Mr. Bates received - 92 
Mr. Braxton s - 


The Rev. Mr. Bares was therefore elected. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message fiom the President of the United 
States: 

To the Honorable the House of Represen‘atives : 

I lay before you a report from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, with several documents annexed, by 
which it will be seen that judic al constructions 
have been given to the existing laws for the collec- 
ion Cfimposis affecting extensively and injuriously 
the accruing revenue, 

They embrace, with many others, the impor‘ant 
arlicles of linens, woollens, and cottons: the two 
|sst of which are often treated assilks, because that 
material constitutes a component pari of them, and 
thus exempted them from duty altogether. As:ess- 
ments of duties, which have prevailed for years, 
and, in some cases, since the passage of the laws 
themselves, are in this manner altered, and uncer- 
tanty and litigation introduced in regard to the fu- 
ure. 

The effects which these proceedings have already 
produced in diminishing the amount of the revenue, 
and which are likely to increase hereafter, deserve 
your early consideration. 


Ihave, therefore, deemed it necessary to bring 
the mater to your notice, with aview to such legis- 
lative action as the exigenc es of the case may in 
your judgment require. It is not believed that 
any law, which can now be passed uponthe sub- 
jet,can affect the revenue favorably for several 
mouths to come, and cculd not, therefore, be safely 
legarded as a suts'i ute for the early provisivn of 
certain and adequate means to enable the Treasury 
lognard the public credit, and meet promptly and 
fauhtully any deficiencies that mey cecur in ihe 
levenue, from whatever cause they may arise. 


The reasons in favor of the propriety of adopt- 
ing, at an eexly period, proper measures for that 
purpose, were explained by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in his annual report, and recommended 
your attention by myself. The experience of 
he last two months, and especially the recent deci- 
sions of the courts, with the continued suspension 
ol sfecie payments by the banks over large s:ctions 
of the United States, operating unfavorably upon 
ihe revenue, have greatly strengthened the views 
hen taken of the subject. 

7 M. VAN BUREN, 
Wasninaton, Feb. 4, 1840. 


Treasury DePpaRTMENT, 
January 31, 1849. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose some corre- 
spondence Letween myself and the Comptroller, 
relation to the great changes of construction, 
mate chiefly by the judicial tribunals, in the pre- 
fot laws impesing duties on foreign merchandise. 
‘veral of the caves have already been laid before 
le appropriate committees of Congress, without 
producing any new leg'slation; but all the material 
‘ecisions are now collected aud submitted together 
for consideration. Most of these changes possess 
™p ttance in various points of view, though the 
‘ue connected with the revenue seems to require 
‘Picial notioe from this Department. The articles 
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as to which the principal difficulties have occurred, 
whether by judicial decisions or o'herwise, are 
linens, silks, woollens, and cottons. For instance, 
imported Jinens, though dyed or stained by artifi- 
ficial process, and thus supposed by the Depart- 
ment to be hable to a duty, have been pronoanced 
“bleached and unbleached linens,” so as to render 
them free. Again, silks, when coming from be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope, are subject toa 
cuty; but those from Europe, with some excep- 
tions, are not. Hence the former, by being landed, 
and colored or stamped in Europe, before reach- 
ing here, are believed to be often introduced free, 
contrary to my own opinion of the original des gn 
of Congress. 

Several articles, also, are now imported from 
Europe, which have been adjudged by the cours 
to be free, becaus? manufactures ef silk; though 
under their appropriate names, as “hose,” “gloves,” 
“shawls,” “millinery,” and other descriptions of 
goods, they were for several years regarded as 
liable to duty, and taxed accordingly. 

Manufactures of woollen and cotton are subject 
to a large duty; but of late, by mixing wool and 
cotton in fabrics with silk, they are often imported 
at a lower rate of duty, or entirely free, under 
judicial decisions, reversing the former usages in 
force. 

Other material changes have occurred through 
these decisions; such as that “ sewing silk,” which 
still pays a dnty, dees not embrace some merchan- 
dise, thovgh made of silk, and used for sewirg. 
Several alterations have likewise been adopted, 
exempting from tne duties cn woollen and cotton, 
various vew artic'esm xed wiik ‘* worst: d,” or un- 
expected!y considered by the courts and juries as 
“worsted,” end hence pronounced to be free, 
Other goods have been relieved from the high duty 
on “ready made clothing,” and subjected to only 
a lower rate of impost, under other names, thouch 
ma'e up as artcles of clothing, and ready to be 
woin, Uniform rules of censtruction on these 
subjects, whch have prevailed since the laws 
passed, have thus, in scme cases, been suddenly 
altered, and much money already in the Treasury 
has been sefunded, and other duties secured or 
paid, are liable to be remit'ed hereaf er. 

Seveial articles also, must he:eafter be entered 
free, which, it has been before supp sed, were sub- 
ject to duty, and others must be admitted at a lower 
rate than the previous usage. In a few cases only 
can attempts be made !o reverse the decisions by 
appeals or writs of error, as the amount in contro- 
versy in each case, is frequently too small, or the 
difficulty exis's, at times, in the finding of the jury, 
when the general directions of the jucge may have 
been unexcepionacie. 

From these circumstances the revenue has al- 
ready suffered extensively within a few months, 
and the annual loss to the customs by all the de- 
cisions before re‘erred to, is computed to equal at 
least two millions of dollars. 

All the detsils, deemed useful on these points, 
are embodied in the report of the Comp'rolier, re- 
plying to my letter,ard in other documents, copies of 
which a’e annexed. Whichever construction in 
these cases be in the view of Congress correct, 
wheter that adopted by the courts, or the Depart- 
ment, itis high'y important tohave a declaratory 
law passed, settling the rule clearly for the fu'ure 
in al doubtful cases. It seems, also, equally im- 
portant to have such rew provisions in respect to 
the tariff introcuced, as shall protect more effectu- 
ally the col ection cf those duties, which Congress 
designed should be imposed for carrying on suc- 
cessfully the operations of the Goverament, and 
pre-erving inviolate the public faith. 

The opportunity afforded on this occasion for 
supplying the amount of revenue already lost, and 
also any amount likely to be needed, to meet the 
public engagements hereafter, by requiring a duty 
on some articles now free, might be improved be- 
neficially, without a departure from the compro- 
mise act, and without agitating the question of pro- 
tection. 

Besides the wide field open for this purpose in 
one-half of the usual importa‘ions now entirely 
free, the Department, under a special act of Con- 
gress, still in force, has been obligod to remit the 
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large amount of three and a half millions of duties, 
secured on the single article of railroad iron, and 
must continue to remit similar duties, until it 8) 
deemed proper to revise the legs ation on this sub- 
ject. 

Another inroad on the accruing dut’es, to the ex- 
tent of two or three hundred thousand collage la- 
ready remitted, and in a course of being so, is, by 
ancther especial act, on account of the fire and fire 
bonds in New York, in 1835 and °36. Other appli- 
cations for remission of duties on account of simi- 
lar losses, at a very recent period, will probably 
follow to the extent of from 50 to 100,000 dollars, 
and may be found just. But it is proper to add, 
that any kind of legislation on the subject mat er of 
this communication, during the present session of 
Congress, wou'd not be likely to increase the re- 
sources of the Treasury in season for aidto mret 
existing appropriations,in any exigency such as, in 
my last annual report, it was explained that the 
Treasury would be exposed to in the ensuing month. 
The very large sums then required to pay pensions 
under laws already in force, and to redeem many 
of the Treasury notes outstanding and falling due 
in March, demand an earler and prompter reme- 
dy. Yet in the event that Congress shall soon 
make some precautionary provisioa of means,to be 
used only when needed, and which are so justly 
due to a wise regard for preserving the public faith, 
under the fluctuations, nece’sities, and contingen- 
cies to which our fiscal operations are dangerously 
liable, increased security for the plighted faith of 
the United Siates, may be derived from the pros 
posed legislation on the present subject. 

Respectfully, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
To the President of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, the message 
and decuments accompanying were referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, it was 

Resolved, That the 20th rule of the House, which 
authorizes the recep'icn of pet tions dajly for thirty 
days only, afier the orzanz ton of the House, be 
ex'ended t» the Lath of February. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON, from the Committce en 
Military Affairs, reported a bill to ra‘se 1600 men 
to serve against the Florida Indians; which was 
read twice, and on Mr. T’s motion, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and « rdered to be prin‘ed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, in accordance with notice 
previous'y given, reper ed a bill to repeal an act to 
relieve from duty iron prepored and actually laid 
on railways or inclined planes, approved I4:h July, 
1832, and to graduate the duty to be paid on such 
iron hereafter imported from fo.e'gn countries, 

On motion ef Me. P. referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures, and omlered to be printed. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, from the Committee 
on the Territories, made a report in relation to the 
difficulties between the State of Missouri and the 
Territory of Iowa, accompanied by a bill, entitled 
“ An act to establish and define the Northern boun- 
dary line of the S:ate of M ssou't;”” which bill was 
twice read, and on mctionof Mr. D. referredto a 
Comm ttee of the Whole Hous on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printe!. 

On motionof Mr. CURTIS to take up the Se- 
pate billson the Sreaxer’s table, for the purpose 
of reference to appropiiate committees, 


Toe dill making appropriations to complete the ° 


removal ef the raft of the Redriver, and fi rviker 
‘urposea, was tw ce read; whi n 

Mr. BIDDLE moved that the samc be referred, 
with the follow:ng instructions: 

1. Whether the cdvance of money by the Bank 
of Arkansas, which it is one of the objects of thie 
bill to reimburse, was not made wita fu'l know- 
ledge that the agent of the United States who ef- 
fected the loan was actingin d-fiance of positive 
instructions from his superiors, as we!l ax in the 
face of a known refusal by Congress to appropri- 
ate meney to the work. 

2. Whether the estimate on which tre bill is 
founded was not made by the :ad agent prio to 
the closing up of the raft in August last; and 
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whether any satisfactory data exist for computing 
the probable cost of remeving the present impedi- 
ments to navigation. 

3. Whether the sum appropriated by this bill 
is called for in the estimates accompanying the 
President’s message. 

4. Whether the billis not of such a charac‘er 
that itowught to have originated in this House. 

Mr. BIDDLE having indicated a wish to ad- 
dress the House on this bill, yielded the floor to 

Mr. WISE, on whose motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, Febrnary 5, 1840. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the pe:ision of At- 
ner FE. Van Ness, on the files, was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the widow of 
Joseph Yorke had leave to withdraw her petition 
and papers. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
of a number of citizens of Fayette county, Pa. for 
a reduction of postage; which was referred to the 
Commitiee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of Cas- 
per W. Weaver; whch was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the pet tion of 
Leonard Bleeker; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. T. also presented the memorial of Silas M. 
Suliwell, and N. T. Eldridge, of New York, pray- 
yng the passage of a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS preserted the petition of a 
number of citizens of the State of Maine, praying 
that measures may be taken to avoid wars between 
nations, &c.; which was referred to the Commii- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of James 
McCaliy; which was referred to the Commitee on 
the Judiciary. 


Mr. PRESTON submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury -be 
directed to inform the Senate whether, ia his an- 
nual report, made at the commencement of the pre- 
sent session of Congress, and in the estimates 
therein contained of expenditures proposed for the 
current year, he has included any sum, or proposed 
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any appropriation, for the construction and con- | 


tinuation of the Cumberland road, and, if not, 
whether the omission was un‘ntentional or de- 
signed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Commit'ee on the Public 
Lands be instructe! to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a higher minimum price fcr the lands 


contained in the Miami reserve, sitnated in the | 


State of Indiana. 


Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance of notice, asked | 


and obtaiced leave to introduce a bill for the settle- 
ment of the claims of New Hampshire against the 
United States; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY cf Alabama asked and obtained 


leave to introduce a joint resolution relative to | 


taking the ensuing census of the United States; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military | 


Affairs, reportei a bill providing for the enlistment 
of 1,500 men, for the defence of Flori la; which 
was read, and o’dered to a second reading. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Francis Careau; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
Smita of Connecticut and Warrs, were considered 
and agreed to. 

The bill to repeal certain acts respecting navy 
pensions, and making farther provisions in relation 
to navy pensions, was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ASSUMPIION OF STATE DEBTS. 

The report of the Select Committee on the as- 
sumption by the Government of the debis of the 
States was taken up, and Mr. CALHOUN ad- 
dressed the Senate at leng'h_in defence of the doc- 
trines of the report. 

Mr. PRESTON, after a few remarks, moved to 
lay the report on the table, which was negatived— 
yeas 16, nays 29, as follows: 

YEAS—Meirsrs, Betts, Clay of Kentuky, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Dixon, Henderson, Merr.ck, 
Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Smith of In- 
diana, Southaid, Spence, Tallmadge, and White 
—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Ba- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pieree, Roane, Ro- 
binsor, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wail, Wiailiams, 
Wright, and Young—29. 

The question then coming up on piinting the 
usual number of the report, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana stated that, though he 
was opposed to the doctrines of the report, and had 
been one of the minority on the commitice which 
made it, he yet thought it was due to the commit- 
tee, and to the members of the Senate agree- 
ing with them in opinicn, that the usual number of 
the report should be printed. For these reasons he 
should vete in favor cf the mction. 

Mr.HENDERSON expressed s milar sentiments. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 36, noes 8, as 
fo'lows: 

YEAS—Mes:rs. Allen, Benton, Be'ts, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Etrange, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wali, White, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Ciayton, 
Crittenden, Merrick, Phelps, Ruggles, Southard, 
and Spence—8. 

Mr. GRUN2Y then moved to postpone its fur- 
ther consideration, and make it the special order of 
ihe day for Monday next; which wes egreed to. 

Mr. BENTON said, in pursuance of the notice 
he had given, he now moved that thirty thousand 
additional copies of the report be printed. 
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nine. 
Mr. JAMESON, for the purpose of having } 
motion placed on the journal, would take ion 


peal frotn that decision, and demanded the yeas 5,, 
nays. — 
Mr. JENIFER inquired if it would at tha thy 
be in order to entertain an appeal. : 

The CHATR said the decision would be arbitra. 
if it was not entertained at that time. If jt 
not then in order it would not be at any other tj a 

Mr. DAWSON thought it would do the prea: 


injustice to the Speaker to take an appea! {roy, 4 


| just Ceci-ion, merely to get such a moiicy , 


Mr. LUMPKIN said that, thougha member of | 


the Select Commi'tee which submited this :eport, 
had this question been submi'ied when the report 
was brought in, he would not have voted for the 
extra number. But now, when it has been atiacked 
with unprecedented violence, and comments on it 
circulated far and wide, before one half of the 
members of the Senate have had an opportunity of 
examining it, he was for giving it as widea 
circulation as thecomments made upon it. He 
wou'd, therefore, vote for the extra number. 

The question was then taken and agieed tc— 
ayes 27, noes 18. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wenpnespay, Febraary 5, 1840. 

The presen‘ation of petitions being the first thing 
in order, the SPEAKER commenced the call of 
the States for that purpose, beginning with the 
State of Massachusetts. 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 
Messrs. PARMENTER, LINCOLN, H. WIL- 
LIAMS, BRIGGS, CUSHING, W. 8S. HAS- 
TINGS, REED; and 

Mr. LAWRENCE presented a petition praying 
the recognit.on of the independence of the Govern- 
ment of Hayti; which was read, when Mr. L. 
moved its reference to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. BANKS moved that it be laid on the table; 
upon which motion the yeas and nays were or- 
dered. 

Mr. JAMESON,’ who was absent at the time his 
name was called, desired to vote, but it was ruled 
out of order; when Mr. J. moved that his vote be 
recorded in the affirmative. 

The CHAIR said it would not then be in order. 





tered on the journal contrary t> the rules, 

Mr. JAMESON did not wish to do injnstige 4 
the Speaker. He had made a request of 4, 
House, to give him permission to record bis y, 
but objection had beea made, very improperly, ay) 
he theught it perfectly in order to make tie mojo, 
he had. 

Mr. DAWSON hoped the gentleman wou!d ep 
the impropriety of the course, and withdraw |. 
appeal. 

Mr. JAMESON withdrew his appeal. 

The question on laying on the table was decid: 
in the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 63. 

Petitions were further presented from Massey. 
se'ts, by Messrs. WM. B. CALHOUN, BAKER 
SALTONSTALL, and ADAMS. 

{[Mr. SactonsTaLi presen'ed the memorial of 
sundry citizens cf Boston, merchants, praying jn. 
demnification for property sequestraied by the Go- 
vernor of Hayti, many yeals ago.] 

[Mr. Apams presented a memorial from the 
Amevican Philosophical Society, praying an appro. 
priation by Congress to carry on a series of mega 
ticai experiments, and meteorological observations 
which was referred to a select committee of nize, to 
be appointed for that purpose, and ordered to be 
printed. Also, from W. McNally, and twelve hun. 
dred other signers, American seainen, praying Con- 
gress to take into consideration their unpro‘ected 
condition, and grant some appropriate relie\: ): 
ferred to the Commitee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. Mr. A. hoped that comm 
tee would take the matier into serious considera 
tion, for he believed there was no class of the fre 
people of the United States who so muc' needed 
revision of the laws for their protection. ] 

[Mr. Parmenter presente! the memerial c 
Lemuel Wheelock and cthers, contesting the rg 
of Osmyn Baker to a seat in the Houre, asa Re 
preentative from the Sixth Congressional Dsne 
of Massachuse' ts, se‘ting forth that he was rot ch - 
sen by a majority of the votes of said district as lr 
quired by the laws of Massachuset:s and the Const- 
tation of the Un ted States, to which committee, 
moticn of Mr. Lincotn, the certifica’e of elec 
given to Mr. Baker by the Governor of Massa. 
chusetts, was also referred. <A'so, the petition oi 
Flizabet Stockwell for a Revolutionary pens 
of Mary Reed for the same; of Lucy Tagalls fo 
the same; of William Kiloam and oth re,of Saxon 
ville, Massachusetts, for security against frauds 1 
duties on woollens; of Seh Bemis and o hers, 0! 
Walham, Massechusetts, for the same purpose; & 
Benjamin B. Adams and cthers, for a mat! rouls 
from Framingham to Che!seyford, Ma-sachuselts; 
of Joe! Knight and seventy-five others, p' 
ing that the exportation of cpivm to Cina i 
American vessels may be prohib te}; of Benjamin 
Hawkes for the regalation of pay; of Ellery Brows 
for Revolutionary pens on; which were apprep' 
ate'y referred. ]} 

[ Mr.Hastines of Massachus«t!s presenica 1 
petition of David Davenport and twenty-!wo Oli’ 
citizens of Mendon, Mass.; prayingithat the rales 
letter postage may be so reduced as nm! 
to exceed ten cents on a sinzie letier: Ie 
ferred to the Committee on the Pust Pitlict 
and Post Roads. Also, the petition of Mary 
Kilbourn of Northfield, Mass. for a pense” 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pet 
sions. Also, the petition of Ado!phus Batcheot 


and sixty-one other citizens ef Northbri¢ge, Ma 
praying for a Congress of Nations to establish @ 
code of international law, and a High Court of Na 
tions to decide on all cases of jnternational (ifi- 
culty: referred to the Committee on Foreign Aff 
Also, the memorial of Joseph France and one hut) 
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of Edward Seagraves and twenty-eight others, of 
axbridge, Mass.; John Corey and others, of Fox- 
» rough, Mass.; of Frederick W. Lincoln and fifty 
“jyers, of Canton, Mass; of Mosses Buffum and 
vheys, of Mendon, Mass; of James Adams 
“nd twenty-two others, of Canton, Mass; 
; Anscn Barton and twenty-three others, 
») Wrentham, Mass.; all representing the existence 
o{ frauds upon the revenue, and praying for an in- 
vestigation of the same, and fora revision of the 
xs in relation to the collection of duties on manu- 


la ; 
referred to the Committee on 


gctares of Wool: 
Manufac’ures | ; 
by Messs. ‘1 ILLINGHAST and CRANSTON, 
of Rhode Island. 

By Messrs. BROCKWAY, TRUMBULL, 

spoRRS, J. B. WILLIAMS, OSBORNE, and 
sMITH, of Connecticut. 
~ By Messrs. HALL, SLADE, and FLETCHER, 
{ Vermont. 
‘- Messts. MITCHELL, A. BROWN, WA- 
GENER, STRONG, HAND, DOIG, MORGAN, 
HOFFMAN, FILLMORE, PECK, GRIN- 
\ELL, CURTIS, GRANGER, CHAS. JOHN- 
soN, GATES, FINE, BARNARD, KEMBLE, 
JONES, MARVIN, HONT, CRITTEN. 
DEN, RUSSELL, MONROE, PRENTISS, DA- 
NA, VANDERPOEL, LEONARD, EARL, 
FLOYD, MALLORY, ROGERS, KEMPSHALL, 
JACKSON, EDWARDS, BREWSTER, and 
MONTANYA, ot New Yortlr. 

(Mr. Marvin presented, and had preperly refer- 
rd, the fuliowing petitions: The petition of Joseph 
Hall fora pensiin as an invalid. Tie petition of 
General Putnam Farrington,of Chautauque county, 
New York, praying for a pension. The petition of 
Eunice Abeil for a pension. The petiton of A. 
Hiehesck, and others, fer an increase of pea- 
Also, two peutions from sundry citizens of 
Caautaugue county, New York, praying legisla- 
tion in relauion to the use of ardent spirits in the 
amy and navy, &e. &e. Also, a letier in relation 
to the claim of Charles Wood, of Cattaraugus 
county, New York, for a pension, wilh a resolution 
that the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions in- 
quire into the expediency of granting said Weod 
apension. Mr. M. also presented the following 
petitions, which he said had been placed in his 
hands by the Hon. Mr. Gavpratin, of Pcnasylva- 
va, not now in his seat, wih a request to present 
hen: Three peiitions praying for an appropiia- 
toro improve the navigation of the Alleghany 
iver from Pittsburgh to Olean. Petition of James 
Geefor a pension as an invalid. The petition of 
Casper M. Rause for remuneration, &c. for losses 
sustained by his father in the Revoludonary War. 
A pelitiin praying for the construcnon of 
a harbor on Lake Erie, ut ‘he mouth of Six- 
ten Mile Creek, ia Pennsylvania. The pe- 
ion of citizens of Warren and Erie ceuu- 
‘es, Pennsylvania, praying for a_ post route 
from Waterford io Warren. The petit onof D. 
Raymond, respec'ing ,the currency of the United 
‘utes. The memorial of a convention of dele- 
gates from a number of counties in the western 
jaitof Pennsylvania, for an appropriation to im- 
prove the nav gation of the Alleghany river. } 

(Mr. Prentiss presented the petition of Geo. 
H. Noble, and ninety-nine others, of Oswego 
‘ounty, New York, for a reduction in the rate of 
eller postage. Also, the petition of Joseph Peck, 
aadone hundred and tweaty-tivo cthers, of New 
Liston, Olsego county, New York, for the same 
0b} ct.) 

(Mr. Hanp presented the petition of Henry Wat- 
iss for relief on account of damages susiained by 
ascdden termination of a contract with the United 
Siates, to make, prepare, and fi the iron wo:k for 
buildieg a battery at Island Point, near the boun- 
‘vy line on Lake Champlain: referred to the 
Vommittee on Claims. Also, the petition of Chas. 
M. Hulyard, for pay for necessares furnished 
he treops during the border troubles in 1838: re- 
‘ted io the Committee of Claims. Also, the 
Peivion of Daniel T. Taylor, for aid in estab- 
‘ishing @ national university in Misscuri, Ilinois, 
or cna of the Western States: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. Also, the petition of 


son. 


ired and twenty-five others, of Mendon, Mass.; 











Archibald MeCollum, for compensation for a 
house accidentally destroyed by fire when in the 
occupancy of the United States troops: referred 
tothe Commitee on Claims. Al 0, the petition 
of Lebbeus Hascal!, stating that he is the inventor 
of certain hollow cannon shot, asking for trial by 
experiments, and, if found an improvement, then 
for compensation: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. Also moved that the Commit- 
lee on Revolutionary Pensions be discharged from 
the consideration of the petition J. Cammack, and 
dhatit be referred to the Comuittee on Invalid 
Peus.ons: ordered. Also, that same committee be 
discharged from the considera'ion of the petition of 
Elizibeth Allen, ant that the same be referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims: ordered.) 

|Mr. Leonarp presented the petition of Samuel 
Hutchinson, a soldier of the Revolution, praying 
to be inscribed upon the pension roll. Also, a pe- 
tition of inhab'tants of the county of Tioga, in the 
Siate of New York, for the establishment of a mail 
rewte from Flemingville, in said county, to Speeds- 
ville, in the county of ‘Tompkins. Also, the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Capt. ‘Thomas Park, decea-ed, 
praying compensation for private property sold for 
the use of the Government curing the Revolu- 
tionary war.] 

(Mr. Strona of New York presented sundry pe- 
titions of inhabitants of the counties of Wayne and 
Oatario, in the State of New York, praying for an 
appropriation to aid in improving the harbor at 
Puleneyville, on Lake Ontario: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. Also, a petition or in- 
habitants of the county of Wayne, State of New 
York, praying that the franking privilege may be 
abolished, and that the rate of postage on each 
letter, not exceeding one-fourth of an ounce in 
weight, may be made un form, without regard to 
dstance, and be two cents: referred to the Com- 
mit'ee on the Post Office and Pcst Roads. Also, 
a petition of Wilham Willcox and J seph Willcox, 
of Palmyra, in the county of Wayne, State of 
New York, praying for relief: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. Also, a petition of sun- 
dry ivhabitants of the State of New York, praying 
for the es'abl shment of a port of entcy at Indian 
Key: referred to the Committee on Commerce. ] 

{Mr. Honr presen‘ed the petiiion, with accom- 
panying papers, of Polly Hall, widow and execu- 
trix of Lot Hall, deceased, as also of the hetrs of 
the deceased, praying remuneration for services 
rendered by the said Lot Hall, and prize money 
due him, in the war of ths Revolution: ordered to 
be printed, and referred, with the papers, to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Also, the 
petition at.d accompanying papers of Thomas 
Thody, of Rensselaer county, New York, praying 
relief and remuneration for his unjust imprison- 
ment in the State prison at Auburn, for the rob- 
bery of the United States mail, commitied in May, 
1835, by one John C. Riley: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judic ary J 

[Mr. Peck presented the following petitions, viz: 
George Williams and others, of Poriage, Allegany 
county, New York, for the establishment of a mail 
route; William Parker, a Seneca Indian, for an 
increase of pension; Samuei Gilman, of Genesee 
county, New York, for relief, by p nsion or other- 
wise, on account of Revolutionary services.] 

[Jn mc tion of Mr. Jones, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Po:t Roads te instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of an act to establish a post route from 
Newburg, by way of Brook’s Mills and Lagrange, 
to South Middletown, in Orange county, N. Y. 

Oo motion ot Mr. Jones, the resolution in re- 
ference to “Jones’s Digest and Tariff,” and the 
repert thereon, February 13, 1839, were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce.) 

{Mr. Monranya presented the petition of James 
Sephens, L‘ah Tenure, Rachel Polhamus, John 
Sidman, and Jonathan Youman, praying to be 
placed on the roll of Revolutionary pensions. Also, 
the petition of John Blight and others, master work- 
men at naval s‘ations, fur increase of pay. Also, 
two separate peiitions from inhabitants of Brook- 
lyn and New York, for the construction of a na- 
tional dry-dock at Brooklyn. Also, a petition of 
tro hundred and three mechanics of the Brooklyn 
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naval station, for an early appropriation for the 
completion of works already commenced; which 
was ordered to be printed, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union.] 

When New Jersey was called, 

Mr RANDOLPH inquired of the Sreaxer whe- 
ther he hid received a communication from the 
Governor and Council of New Jersey on the sub- 
ject of the contested elections from that State. 

The SPEAKER replied that he had received 
such a communication, but that it was addressed 
to him in_ his individual capacity as a Representa- 
tive from the State of Virginia, and not in his of- 
ficial character as Speaker of the House, and 
therefore he had declined presenting it. 

Mr. EICKENS said he should like to hear the 
SpeakeEr’s answer to the communication read. 

Mr. WISE said the answer was a personal affair, 
solely belonging the Speaker, because the commu- 
nication of the Governor and Council was addres: ed 
to him in his private character, and therefore it was 
not necessary for him to ask the advice of the 
Tlouse in answeritg it. But inasmuch as it was a 
correspondence between the authorities of a sove- 
reign State anda high officer of that House, he 
hoped it would be laid before them. 

Mr. RANDOLPH said he felt bound, at the first 
opper:unity, to present these resolutions himself, 
and he would therefore do so now, and move that 
they be spread upon the journal, and printed. 

Mr. JAMESON asked of the Cuarr, if these re- 
solutions had not first been addressed to him as an 
individual member of the Heuse. 

Tne SPEAKER replied thathe had received cer- 
tain resolutions from the Governor and Council of 
New Jersey, but as they were not addressed to him 
in his offical character as Speaker of the House 
he had declined presen'ing them. 

Mr. HAND doubted whether it was in order to 
present these resolutions atths time. The exten- 
sion of the 20th rule authorized the presentation of 
petitions; but ke did notthink resolutions of a State 
could come in under that rule. 

Mr. JAMESON wished to know of the Cuarr if 
the report and resolutions of the minority of the Le- 
gislature of New Jersey on the same subject, bad 
been received by him; and if so, whether he would 
lay them before the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that he had received a 
report from the minority of the New Jersey Legis- 
lature, which was addressed to him in his official 
character, as Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives; and he would, therefore, at a proper time, 
present them. 

Mr. PICKENS apprehended that the gentleman 
from New York was mistaken in his construction 
of the rule. It would apply, he said, to resoin- 
tions offered by the members from themselves, 
but not to resolutions coming from one cf the 
States. Such had always been received when pe- 
tit.ons were in order. 

Mr. HAND then withdrew his object'ons. 

Mr. R. GARLAND asked if he understood the 
SPEAKER as saying that he would present the report 
coming from the minority of the New Jersey Le- 
gislature, while he declined presenting a commu- 
nication from the Governor and Council of that 
State. 

Mr. WISE said that if gentlemen would permit 
the correspondence to be read, they would not only 
understand the motives of the Speaker, but would 
approve of his conduct. The one set of resolutions 
was addressed to him as a member from the S ate 
of Virginia, and denied the organization of the 
Honse, and that he was the Speaker of it. Me 
could not, therefore, consistently with the respect 
he owed the House, or in justice to himself, have 
presented these resolutions. The other set, which 
came from the minority of the Legislature, was ad- 
dressed to him in his official character, and there- 
fore, it was right and proper that he should present 
them. 

Mr. DROMGCOLE contended that the corre- 
spondence ought to be laid before the House, in or- 
der to set the conduct of the Speaker in its proper 
light. This, he thought, was due, as well to the 
Speaker as to the House- 

Mr. HOLMES expressed the same views; and 
after some further remarks from Messrs. DROM- 

















GOOLE, LINCOLN, PETRIKIN, WISE, 
BRIGGS, F. THOMAS, and LEADBETTER, 
Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the rules, in 
order to enable the Speaker to lay the commun- 
cation and his answer before the House. But be- 
tore taking any questioa, 
The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuvrspay, February 6, 1840. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sena'e 
a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, made in 
compliance with resolutions of the Senate of the 
30th December last, in relation to tollecoliected on 
vessels passing through the Louisville and Port- 
land canal; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitiing fifty-twe copies of the Army Register for 
the year 1840, which was read. 

Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of Nancy 
Hickman; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of Colonel 
Many, and other officers of the 3d regiment of infan- 
iry, praying that the officers of the line of the army 
may be placed upon the same focting, in point of 
pay, with the ofl.cers of the several staff corps. 

Mr. P. said he desired to remark here, in reply 
to many inquiries that had been propounded to 
him upon this subject, that the Committee cn Mili- 
tary Aflairs would soon report a bill for the equaii- 
zation of the pay of the officers of the army, agree- 
ably to the instructions of a resolution which he 
had the honor to submit at an early day of the ses- 
sion, and which was adopted by the Senate, with- 
out a dissenting voice. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the memorial of a 
number of masters of steamboats, and cthers, of 
New Orleans, praying the establishment of lights, 
for rendering more easy the navigation between 
the cities of New Orleans and Mobile; which was 
referred to the Commiitee on Commerce. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the petition of John 
S. Merton and John Larrabee; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted documents ia relation to 
the claim of Robert K. McLaughlin; which were 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. BENTON submitted a document contain- 
ing the annual payments on account of the public 
debt, and the revenue from cust-msand sales of 
public lands in each year, from 1789 toe 1839; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of 
Ramsay McHenry; which was referred to the Com- 
mitiee on the Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the consideration of 
the memoria! of Benjamin L. Carleton, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referied the bill for the relief of 
Samuel Crapin, reperted the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, to which 
wa. referred 

The petition of Abraham White; 

The memoriai of Wareham Kingsley; and 

A document relating to the claim of James T. 
Chittenden; 
made, severally, adverse reports on the same, 

On motion by Mr. BETTS, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharge! from the further consi- 
deration of the petit.on of Hannah Gouge, and 
from the further consideration of the memorial of 
Thomas Harrison. 

Mr. BETTS, {rom the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Jeremiah 
Fagitt, made an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. WRIGHT, fom the Committee on Fi- 
nanoe, to which was referred a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in re!ation to the execution 
of the thirteenth and fourteenth sections of the act 
jo reguiate the deposites of the public money; 

The memorjal of the Legisiative Assembly of 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the Territory of Wisconsin, praying for an appro- 
priation for the erection of a penitentiary, and 

The memorial of John Reed; 
asked to be dischaiged from their further conside- 
ration, and that they be laid upon the table; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following motion fer 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War.be request- 
ed to send to tie Senate his opinion of the expedi- 
ency of establishing a line of military posts 
at suitable places and distances from the Mis- 
souri river, near the mouth of the Platte, 
into the pass or passes of the Rocky moun- 
tains most usually traversed to descend into 
the valley of the Oregon or Columbia river; the ef- 
fects of such a measure in giving encouragement 
and protection to the American fur trader; facili- 
talipg intercourse between the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi and the great western ocean; aiding and 
protecting trading caravans; overawing and hold- 
ing in check various Indiaa tribes, in front and 
rearof such posts; the number and kind of force 
necessary for such service; the probable cost of 
keeping up said posts; and whether it would be ne- 
cessary to increase the military force of the United 
States to accomplish these objects. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following motion, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Pensicns be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the pension laws, as to authorize the 
Commissioners of Pensions to pay to the adminis- 
trator cr administrators on the estate of a pensioner, 
where the widow is dead, the amount coming to 
the children of the deceased, but, at the same time, 
not to make this fund liable for the debts of the de- 
ceased. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted documents in the 
claim of Gershom Morse; which, with a resolution, 
was referred tothe Committee on the Public Lands. 

The resolu'ion submitied some days since by Mr. 
Tappan, to amend the joint rules in relation to pe- 
tuuions, was taken up,and ordered to be printed. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Cray 
of Alabama, after being amended on motion of Mr. 
Smita of Indiana, was considered and agreed to— 
ayes 30, noes 5. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Morgan, after 
being amended, and changing its tile to “A bil 
forthe relicf of Susannah Honeyman, her heirs 
or assigns;” 

The bill to amend the “act to provide for taking 
the sixth census or enumeration of the inhabitants 
of the United States, approved March 3,§1839;” 

The bill to authonze John E. Metcalf,and others, 
to locate certain pre-emption c!aims to land in In- 
diana; 
were severally considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. PRESTON moved that the orders of the 
day be suspended, and the resolution submitted by 
him some days since be taken up for consideration. 

On this motion a debate sprung up, in which 
Messrs. PRESTON, KING, BROWN, ROBIN- 
SON, CRITTENDEN, SMITH of Indiana, 
NORVELL, WILITE, WRIGHT, and CLAY of 
Alabama participated. 

When, on motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, it 
was laid on the table—ayes 25, noes 15. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trurspay, February 6, 1840. 

The SPEAKER begged leave to make a short 
explanation this morning, in re!ation to the subject 
which was under discussion yesterday evening. It 
had been suggested yesterday by several gentle- 
men, that it was probably due to himself, and to 
the relations he bore to the House, that he should 
explain the reasons which induced hin to decline 
presenting the communication he received from the 
Goveraor and Council of New Jersey. If it should 
be the pleasure, therefore, of the House, he would 
desire to Jay the correspondence referred to before 
it. This course would, perhaps, tend to pat an end 
to unnecessary debate, and do away with the ne- 





cessity of suspending the rules, as moved by th 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise. } ? 

The correspondence was then read, as follows; 

Srare or New Jersey, 
Executive Departmayr 
Trenton, Jan. 24, 1849 

Sir: I herewith transmita copy of a pream)js 
and resolutions passed by the Legislature of ih 
State of New Jersey at their present sess On, and 
request that you will Jay the same before the Ro. 
presentatives of the Twenty-sixth Congress from 
the several States, now assembled at Washington, 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, 

WILLIAM PENNENGTON, 
Goveraor of New Jersey, 
Hovss or REPRESENTATIVE OF THE U. §. 
Washington, January 30, 1840, 
To his Excellency Gov. PENNINGTON: 

Sia: I have received, through you, the resolutions 
of the Council and General Assembly of Ney 
Jersey, a copy of which was ordered to be trans. 
mitted to “the Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, a Repre. 
sentative from the State ef Virgin a. wih the pm. 
quest that he w.ll lay the same Fefore the ovher 
Represeniatives from the several States now as. 
sembled at Washington.” As an individual, or 
as a member from the State of Virginia, I should 
always esteem it a dstingushed h- nor to bg 
selected as the organ through whim the sove. 
reign State of New Jersey might be pleased 
to express its wishes and opipicns. Bur, as 
I have no right to suppose that the Coun. 
cil and General Assembly of New Jersey have ¢e- 
signed thus to éi:tinguish me individually, and to 
the exclusien of the honerabie member {rom that 
State, who, with others, constitute the present 
House of Representatives, I feel bound to con- 
clude, upon this consideration and from the general 
tenor of the resolutions themselves, that they were 
sent to me on account of the station which | at 
present occupy. Under these circumsiances, | beg 
leave most respectfully to decline to lay these reso- 
lutions before the House over which I have the 
honor to preside, as, virtually, they seem io deny 
my title to the office of Speaker, and the right of 
those who have invested me with that trust. 


The House of Representatives of the United 
States of America having elected a Speaker, has a 
right to expect that all communications made to it 
through its organ, should be addressed to him in 
his official capacity. Under this view of the case, 
it would seem that I cannot comply with the re- 

nest of the Council and General Assembly of New 

ersey, with a due regard to the dignity of the 
House, or without admitting by reference that it 
had conferred upon me authoriy which it had no 
right to give, and that I myself am discharg ng the 
functions of an office to which I have no tits 
These are admiss ons which I am not prepared to 
make. 

In thus s ating my views in reference to the re- 
quest made of me, I ra’se no question as to the 
propriety of the resoluticns themselves, or as lo the 
right of the Council and General Assembly of New 
Jersey to adopt them. I only refer to them 2s 
they relate to my cfficial station, to show that I am 
influenced by no want of respect for the constitu 
ted authorities of the Siate of New Jersey, but 
governcd entirely by a sense of duty to the House 
of which I am the organ, and which may expect 
that I shall not lay before them communications 
which refuse to accredit me as such. I am nol 
disposed to cavil about mere matters of form, hor 
do [ imagine thata personal d'srespect was inended 
to be offered to me by those, whose station and dig- 
nity alike forbid such a supposition. Bat when a0 
omission of form seems designed as a mode of de- 
nying the rights and privileges of the House ol 
Representatives, of which I am the orzan, it be- 
comes my duty to do nothing which may recog: 
nise the propriety of such an omission. — 

Ihave retained the copy of the resolutions trars 
miited to me, until I shall te further advised by 
your Excel'ency of any other dispos tion wh ch i! 
may be proposed to make of them. 

In conclu-ion, I beg leave to express my request 
that I should be unable to comply with any regret 
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made of me by the Council and General Assembly 
of New Jersey. : 

| have the honor to be, with great respect, your 

obedient servant, R. M. T. HUNTER. 
“Mr. RANDOLPH observed that he did not hear 
ye ovjections made yesterday by the gentleman 
‘om Pennsylvania. If he had heard the gentle- 
nan, he would have rep ied to them. ‘The filty- 
arth rule, Mr. R. said, was applicable to petitions 
and memorials only, and not to resolutions coming 
om a sovereign State. He did nct think, there- 
‘ore, that they Should be laid over, by the opera- 
ons of this rae. 
“Tbe SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman 
fom Virginia, (Mr. Wisr,] that he had better 
yj hdraw his motion to suspend the rules, the ob- 
«t having been accomplished by laying the cor- 
rerontence before the House. 

Mr. WISE said his only object, on yesterday, in 
pressing the motion that the Sreaker be permuted 
give his reasons, was to enable that gentleman 
jo place himself rigitt before the country. His ob- 
ect was attained by the reading of the correspon- 
ice, Which would be placed on the journal. 
Toat correspondence gave satisfactory reasons for 
ne course the Speaker had pursued; and he 
jeemed his motion now unnecessary, and wiith- 
drew it. 

The SPEAKER then informed the gentleman 
fom New Jersey, that the resolutions were before 
the Hovse on the motion to print them. 

Mr. LEADBETTER rose to a question affect- 
ing the journal, and stated that, alter what had 
anspired on yesterday in relation to the presenta- 
von of the joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of New Jersey, he should move to strike 
out the entry made in that case, and to insert the 
fullowing as an amendment: 

‘Mr. RANDOLPH inquired of the Speaker if he had received 
certain jot resolutions from the Governor and Couneil of the 
sate of New Jersey; and if so, did the SpeaKeER intend te pre- 
centthem? Andifthe Spgaxer did not intend to present them, 
vl the Cain wish to state his reasons for refusing to present 
The SPEAKER replied that he had received certain resolu- 
ms from the Governor and Council, addressed to him as a 
member of the House, and not as SPEAKER; that he should not 
present them, and had so informed the Governor and Counc’. 
“Mr. Ranpotpu. Theo I will present therm, and move to 
avethem spread upon the journal. 

Mr. Leapeerrer objected, as being out of erder. 

“The Citair stated, that by the practice of the Ifouse, the_re- 
siutions were in order. 

‘Mr. Ilanp rose to the same question of order; and, duringa 

sultory debate, when Mr. RanpotpH was called upon to 
tither state the contents of the resolucion, or to have them read. 

“Mr, RANDOLPH replied, let them be read 
“Mr. DRoMGOOLE rose, and objected to the reception, and 
‘ouldcontinue to dose, unulthe Speaker should stute his 

sons for not presenting those resoluuions.”’ 

Mr. L. stated that this amendment had been 
hastily drawn up, and would of course be subject 
\) corrections wherein it might differ from the facts. 
But, sail Mr. L. permit me here to state, that if 
those resolutions had found their way upon the 

urnals of this House, ia accordance with its 
wes, an amendment of the journal would not 
tave been called for by me; but justice to myself, 
‘the House, and t» the country, seem to require 
tiat the journal should be its own expositor of the 
way and manner in which these resolutions found 
heir way upon them. Let those resolutions be 
touched in language ever so respectful—let them 
lave emanated from a sovereiga State or elsewhere, 
linist that, inasmuch as they came n-tin onder 
te prescribed rules of the House, ‘“‘but climbed 
up some other way,” it is bat just, right, and pro- 
per, that the journa!s should present the factsof the 
case. Twill here inquire how tho:e re-elutions 
caine there, and if Tam wrong, I hepe that some 
enileman will correct me. 

_ After the honorable member from’ New Jersey, 
Vir Ranpotpu,] had imparled with the Speaker, 
ue presented the joint resolutions of the Legisla- 
‘ue of his State, and moved that they be spread 
‘pon the journal; to which I objected, being in- 
‘ormed by the Speaker that resoluticns and memo- 
‘als from the Leyvistatores of the States had, by 
7 former practice of the Honse, been always con- 
a ered as in order upon petition days. The hono- 
‘ae member from New Jersey was then called 
‘yon, either to state the con'ents of the resoluticns, 
‘to have them read; to which he replied, ‘Let 
em be read.” During this call, an honorable 
member from New York, (Mr. Hanp,] rose to the 
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same point of order, received and the same infor- {| motion to lay on the table; and were—yeas 87, 


mation from the CxHair that I had. During a 
desuliory debate, whether the Speaker should as- 
sign to the House his reason for refusing to pres*nt 
the resolutions, an honorable member from Vir- 
ginia, over the way, [Mr. Dromeooce,| obtained 
the floor, and objecied to their reception, and said 
he wou'd continue to do so unul the Speaker 
should be permitted to state his reasons for the re- 
fusal, if he desired se to do. 

This motion to reject was not withdrawn; yet 
I understand that the Cnatr decided that the reso- 
lutions were received, in which, with all due re- 
spect for the Cuair, I then thought, and still think, 
that the Caair eried; but tis decision being made, 
I felt myself constrained to put myself and the 
matter right before the country; and before a peti- 
tion, memorial, or resolution, can be received by 
this House, it must either be read for the informa- 
tion of the House, or its contents briefly stated. 
Now, sir, | ask was this don-? Who heard them 
either read or their contents stated? Who among 
us even now knows what those resolutions 
contained?) How do we know but what they are 
in direct violation of the ru’'e adopted by this 
House, a few days ago, in re'aticn to the subject 
of Abol tion? How do we know, sr, but they 
contain direct propositions for the immediate abo- 
lishment of slavery in the District of Columbia? 
D.d you hear them read? Did you hear a brief 
Statement of their content-? No, sir. No. Then, sir, 
before the power of the rue requiring that they 
should be either read, or a statement of thir con- 
tents briefly made, had exhaustel itself, the 
objection to the reception was made by the 
gentleman from Virginia, and not withdrawn. 
Then, sir, how stand the tacts of the case? Sim- 
ply thus: that we have spread upon our journa's 
preambies, resolutions, &c. &c. of which we know 
nothing, except from dame rumor, and that at a 
time when the House were resting, insecurely, un- 
der the apprehension that the quesiton of reception 
was stil before us. 

Although these resolutions are upon the journal, 
(the readng of that port of which is dispensed 
with,) yet, sir, suppose that it shall appear hereaf- 
ter that those resuluiions are intended as a direct 
insult to this tody, and we shall be compelled to 
hear the record of our own disgrace heralced forth 
to the world, how much more does the justice and 
propriety of this amendment to the journal present 
iseif to our considerati n? Nor this alone—let the 
same journal, which bears the record of our dis- 
grace, also transmit to posterity the way and man- 
ner in which this disgrace came upon the record. 

Mr. REED hoped that part of the gen'leman’s 
motion would not be adopted. The gentleman 
was for putting on the joureal a desultory debate, 
veiifying the old adage, tat there might be “too 
much ot a good thiag.”” This reminded him of an 
anecdote he had heard relating to a circumstance 
that took place in the old Plymouth colony. A 
man there was punished by whipping for some 
trifling crime; and, when putting on his jacket to 
go away, was told by the judze to come back and 
pay a shilling for recording. The culprit an- 
swered, that he did not care whether they recorded 
itornot. Mr. R. conc'uted by moving to lay the 
motion of Mr. Leapserrer on tre table. 

Mr. JONES of New York demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST inquired of the Crair 
whether it had not been the invariable practice, in 
making up the journal, to insert thereon the joint 
resolutions passed by Sate Legi-latures, 

The SPEAKER said the journal, as it now 
stood, was in the usual form. 

Mr. BEATTY inquired if it had been usual to 
insert on the jcurnal resolations of the States 
couched in improper language, and denying the 
organization of the House. Mr. B. denied that 
such was the prectice, and was proceeding to de- 
bate that point, bat was called to order by 

The SPEAKER, who said the motion to lay on 
the tab'e was not debatab'e. 

Mr. BEATTY. I am sorry that the gag had 
been applied in this case. He wished it could be 
debated. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 








nays 86. 

So it was laid on the table. 

The question then reeurring on the motion to 
print, 

Mr. STEENROD demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 94, nays 92. 

Petitions and memorials were then further pre- 
sented, 

By Mr. RANDOLPH, of New Jersey. 

The SPEAKER presen'ed the report of the 
minority of the Joint Commitee of the Legislature 
of New Jersey, approving of the course of the 
House of Representatives in excludiag from seats 
the spurious members returned from that State. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved that it be laid on the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. BEATY called for the reading of the report; 
which was proceeded in for a saort time, when 

Mr. DANA moved that the reading be dis- 
pensed wi'h. 

Mr. BEATTY persisted in having itread. It 
was a courtesy due to the House that, after the ma- 
jority report had been read, the minerity also 
should be read. 

Mr. DAVIES of Pennsylvania objected te the 
reading; when 

Mr. BEATTY demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the reading, but subse- 
quently withdrew it. 

The queston was then taken on the motion to 
suspend, and decided in the affirmative, without a 
count. 

Mr. CRARY said the Cuair had decided that 
it had been usualto place on the journal resolu- 
tions of State Legislatures, but he believed that 
rule had been departed from in some instances; 
therefore, for fear that the resolutions might or 
might not be placed there, he moved to amend the 
motion to lay on the table, and print, by add- 
ing, and that the same be spread on the journal. 

Mr. R. GARLAND inquired if it was ia order 
to amend a motion to lay on the table. 

Mr.PETRIKIN inquired of the Cua'r whe'her,if 
the yeas and nays be ordered on the motian to lay 
ou the table and print, the resoluuons would not 
be also inserted on the journal. 

The SPEAKER. According to the usual prac- 
tice, they would. 


Mr. CRARY withdrew his motion to amend, as. 


the object he had in view to get it spread on the 
journal could be accomplished in another way. 

Mr. TURNEY then demanded the yeas and nays, 
whigh were ordered, and were—yeas 155, nays 1. 

So the motion to print and lie on the table pre- 
vailed. 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 
Messrs. DAVIES, PETRIKIN, RAMSEY, 
BEATTY, HENRY, NAYLOR, JAMES, SAR- 
GEANT, 8. W. MORRIS, KEIM, LEET, 
McCULLOH, SIMONTON, EDWARDS, 
NEWHARD, BIDDLE, PAYNTER, OGLE, 
and COOPER, of Pennsylvania, and also by the 
SPEAKER, from citizens of that Stage. 

(Mr. Henry presented the following petitions: 
The petition of Thomas Stratton, of Beaver eounty, 
Pennsylvania, a soldier of the Revolution, praying 
for remuneration for services in the Revolutionary 
war: on motion, referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Pensions. Of John Spear, of Mercer 
county, Pennsylvania, praying to be plaeed on the 
pension list on account of services in the Indian 
war, under General Wayne, by whch his health 
was impaired, and is now o'd and poor, aad una- 
ble to support himself by labor: on motion, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Of 
the heirs of Capt. Robert Vance, deceased, who 
served as a captain in the war of the Revolution, 
in the Virginia line, from 1776 to the end of the 
war, praying for commuta'ion pay and interest to 
which their father was entitled: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pen-ions, Of Simon 
Carley, of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, a Revolu- 
tionary soldier, praying for a pension on account 
of his service: referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. Of William Scott, of Beaver 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for a pension on 
account of extraordinary exposure and loss of 
health in the service of the United States in the 
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Jate war: referred to the Committee cn Invalid 
Pensions. Of James Scott, of Mercer county, 
Pennsylvania, praying to be placed on the invalid 
pension list, on account of disability occasioned by 
exposure in the service of the United States in the 
late war: referred te the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. Of John Botts, of Dauphin county, 
Pennsylvania, on behalf of himself and other heirs 
of Captain Hawkins Boon, an officer of the Revo- 
jution, praying for commutation pay under the re- 
solniion of Congress of 1780: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutonary Claims. Of Robert Dock, 
praying for remuneration for losses sustained in the 
Revolutionary war: referred to the Committee of 
Claims. Of Josiah Westlake, of Mercer county, 
Pennsylvania, praying for an additional pension, 
which has been withheld from him from March 4, 
1824, to September 4, 1831: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. Of Thomas Hall, of 
Jeaver county, Pennsylvania, a soldier of the Re- 
volutionary war, praying to be placed on the pen- 





sion list on account of Revolutionary services: | 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


sions, 


Pensions. ‘Two petiuons of a number of citizens 
of Meicer county, and one from Beaver county, 
Pennsylvania, praying forthe recognition, by the Go- 
vernment of the United States, of the independence 
of Hayti, and for the establishment of diplomatic 
and commercial relations with that Republic: laid 
on the table. The memorial of the American Silk 
Society, praying that the Journal of the American 
Silk Society and Rural Economist may be patro- 
niz.d, and circulated among the American people 
free of expense: referred to the Committee on 
Manufaciures. The memorial of ove hundred 
and forty-eight citizens of Beaver county, Pennsyl- 
vania, engaged in the manufacture cof woollen 


goods, praying Congress to pass a law to prevent 


frauds being committed against the revenue laws, 
and to protect manufactures: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. ‘Two remonstances of a 
number of citizens of Mercer county, Penonsylva- 
nia, against the annexation of Texas to this Union: 
Jaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Henry, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be, and they are hereby, instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of making provision for 
issuing land scrip to satisfy military bounty land 
warrants, or make such other immediate provision 
for all cases of outstanding military or Revolu- 
tionary land warrants, for the satisfaction of which 
there remain no lands appropriated, as said com- 
mittee may deem expedient ] 


{Mr. Keim presented the following: petition from 
the electors of the third District, asking an investi- 
gation into the right of Cuartes Naytor, holding 
a seat in Congress: referred to the Commitiee of 
Elections. Of Horatio N. Crabb, late a first 
Lieutenant of Marines, asking a restoration of 
pay and allowances, withheld from him undera 
decision of the accounting oflicers of the Trea- 
sury: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Of citizens of city and county of Philadelphia, 
praying thata steam revenue cutter may be con- 
structed forthe public service in Delaware bay: 
referred to the Commiitce on Naval Affairs. From 
one hundred citizens of Berks courty, Pennsyiva- 
nia, praying Congress to establish a post route 
from Douglassville te Hamburg, in county and 
State aforesaid: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads.] 


{Mr. Ramsey presented the following petitions: 
Of the citizens of Adams county, Pennsylvania, 
for the establishment of a post route from Gettys- 
burg to Fanover, via MeSherrys'own. Of Capt. 
Jno. Smith, claiming tor Revolutionary services. 
Of Lieutenant Scott Ketchum of the United States 
army, fer relief. Of the heus of Mathew Armon, 
deceased, for relief ] 

[Mr. S. W: Moaris presented the petition of 
sundry inhabitants of Tioga county, Pennsylvania, 
asking for the establishment of a post road from 





Of John Killinger, of Mercer county, Penn- | 
sylvania, a soldier in the la'e war, praying to be | 
placed on the pens'on roll in consequence of loss | 
of health, occasioved by exposure in the service of 
his country: referred to the Committee on Invalid | 
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Lawrenceville to Southport. Of Edward Lilly, 
a soldier in the last war, praying for a pension } 

(Mr. Perrixin presented the following peti- 
titions: Of Jonathan Bulkley of Luzerne county, Pa. 
praying Congress t» grant him a pension for injuries 
received while in the serivee of the United States 
Navy: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Of John Atherton for a pension for services render- 
ed in the Revolutionary war: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. Of Abbott 
Green and George Schnalle, praying that money 
deposited by them in the Treasury of the United 
States to purchase lands be refunded to them: 
referred to the Committee on the Puble 
Lands. Of Daniel P. Rake for a law to 
authorize a location of military Jand = war- 
rant: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. Of S. Raub, jr. relative to his inven'ion to 
prevent accidents by the bursting of steam boilers on 
board of ships and boats: referred to a Select Com- 
mittee of Seven. Of Charles Hickman and eighty- 
two other citizens and electors resident in the Third 
Congressional District of Pennsylvania, contesting 
the right of Cuartrs Naytor to a seat in the 
House of Representatives: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Elections. ] 

{Mr. Leet said he had in his hand a memorial 
sgued by Joseph Henderson of the county of 
Washington, in the State of Pennsylvania, who is 
one of the heirs aod attorney in fac! for the other 
heirs of Richard Dallinor, late of the State of Dela- 
wa'e, deceased. The petition sets forth that R. 
Dallinor, in the capacity of captain, in the militia 
in the State of Delaware, served during the 
whole of the Revolutionary war, and requests that 
the petitioners may be allowed five years’ pay and 
the usual quantity of land granted to captains in 
the continental army: referred tothe Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. } 

[Mr. Octe presented the fo'lowing petitions: 
From Edwin F. Shoenberger, and others, of Bed- 
ford county, Pa. to revise the laws for the collection 
of duties, and make them more effectual in pre- 
venting frauds. From Daniel Young and others, 
of same county, and State, of similar import. From 
Robert Graham of Westmoreland county, Penn. to 
confirm his right to certain Jands in Illinois. From 
Abram Beam and others, of Somerset county, Pa. 
praying that the postage on letters may be so re- 
duced, that no single letter shall be charged more 
than ten cents. From William Kellar of Bedford 
county, Pa. a solder in the late war, for pension. 
From Pliny Hayes of Cambria county, Pa. a sol- 
dier of the Revolution, for increase of pension. 
From the heirs of Lieut. Col. James Piper (of the 
army of the Revolution) for compensation for ser- 
vices rendered by their ancestor. From citizens of 
Erie county, Pa. for the improvement of the harbor 
at the mouth of Elthi Creek on Lake Erie. Frem 
citizens of Louisville, praying that the tolls on the 
Louisville and Portland canal may be reduced. 
From Abraham Morrison, esq. of Cambria county, 
Pa. one of the sureties of the late Capt. Webster, 
postmaster at Somerset, Pa. to refund money un- 
justly collected. ]} 

By Messrs. JENIFER, FRANCIS THOMAS, 
WORTHINGTON, PHILIP F. THOMAS, WM. 
C. JOHNSON, CARROLL, and HILLEN, of 
Marylan4. 

Mr. JENIFER, by consent, submitied the fo!- 
lowing resolation; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed 
to inquire in'o, and report what measures had been 
adopted by the Government of the United States, 
under the resolution of the 28th February, 1837, in 
relation the high dut'es and restric.ions on tobacco 
imported into foreign countries from the United 
States; and with such other information in relation 
to the tobacco trade as said committee may deem 
proper. 

Petitions were then presented by Messrs. 
BANKS, HOPKINS, CRAIG, J. W. JONES, 
GOGGIN. T. HILL, STEENROD, HOLLE- 
MAN, JOHNSON, M’CARTY, LUCAS, SA- 
MUELS, TALIAFERRO, COLES, BOTTS, 
J. GARLAND, and J. JOHNSON, of Virginia. 

{[Mr. Crara presented the following petitions: 
Of Richard Rains for a pension for Revolutionary 
services. Of Margaret aod Mary Daring for the 


same. 
county for the establishment of a post route. 








Of the citizens of Rockbridge anq Bath 


Of 


the president and vi-iters of the Virginia 1DStitutiog 


for the education of the deaf and dumb and of the 
blind. Of the heirs of Dr. Thomas Carter Prayin 
to be allowed interest} on a half pay claim here. 
tofore paid under an act of Congress. Of James 
Brownlee, of Botetourt county, Va. for ariearace; 
of pay due his father for sevices in the Rey, 
lution. Of Thomas G. Smith praying thata way. 
rant may be granted him to locate 2,666% acres oy 
land, for reasons therein set forth.] 

[Mr. Geaatn presented the petition of Samy.) 
Quarles, of Bedford county, Va. for an allowance 
for carrying the mail from Pittsylvania C. H. Va 
to Patrick C. H. Va. referred to the Committ. 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Petition of the 
same for carrying the mail from Boyditon, Va, tg 
Blacks and Whiites, Va. referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Petition of 
Clayton and Mitchell, of the county of Frank)ip 
Va. asking to be paid arrears of pension of Wp 
Kemplin, deceased, a Revolutionary soldier: je. 
ferred to the Committeeon Revolutionary Pensions, 
Pe'ition of John Murcheson, of Campbell county 
Va. praying compensation for Revolutionary ser. 
vices: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. } 

[On motion of Mr. Garvanp of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Comm tiee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instruc ed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Pedlar 
Mills, in the county of Amherst, to Fairfield, in the 
county of Rockbridge, in the State of Virginia } 

[Mr. J. Jounson presented a petition praying for 
the establishment of the following post routes in 
the Sate of Virgin a: From Beverly, in the county 
of Randolph, to Evansville, in the county of Pres. 
ton; from Huttonsville, in the county of Randolph, 
to Cecklytown, in the county of Pocahontas; from 
Jacksonville, in the county of Wood, to Arnolds. 
burg, inthe county of Lewis. Of John Thomp- 
son, Neil Shannon, Peter Ambler, and Joseph 
Cubberly, asking to be placed on the list of invalid 
pensions. Of Adam Flesber, an old soldier, 
praying to be released from a judgment obtained 
against him in the United States court for the 
western district of Virginia. ] 

Mr. Banks, on Thursday last, presented the re- 
solutions of the Legislature of Virgioia below, aad 
moved the following order on the same: 

Ordered, That the said resolutions be referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, wih instruc- 
tions \o inquire into the expediency of making an 
addi ional appropriation of land to satisfy the out- 
standing mii‘ary bounty land warrants issued, 
under the authority of the Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia, to the officers and soldiers of the Revolution, 
or their legal representatives. 

Resolved by the General Assemb/y, That our Sena- 
tors in Congress be instructed, and our Representa- 
tives be requested, to use their best exertions to 
precure from Congress an additional approp:iation 
of land to satisfy the outstanding mi itary boun'y 
land warrants issued, under the authority of this 
Commonwealth, to the officers and soldiers of the 
Revolution, or their legal representatives. 

Resolved, That the Governor of the Common- 
wealth be requested to transmit a copy of the above 
resolution to each of our Senators and Represenia- 
tives in the Congress of the United States. 

By Messrs. STANLY and GRAHAM, of Norh 
Carolina. , 

By. Messrs. S. H. BUTLER, W. THOMP.- 
SON, ard HOLMES, of South Carolina. 

By Mes:rs. MARK A. COOPER, HABER 
SHAM, WARREN, aud DAWSON, ef Georgia. 

{[Mr. Dawson presented two petitions, one of 
which had been presented to the last Congres, 
from James S. Calhoun of the city of Co!umbus, 
Georgia, asking remuneration for loss«s and da- 
mages sustained by the acis of the military offi- 
cers and authorized agents of the General Govera- 
ment, by impressing bis property for the public 
use, and violating, tor the public interest, certaia 
contracts solemnly entered into between the said 
JamesS Calhoun and ihe Governmeni: referred 
to the Commitiee of Ciaims, with the accompany: 
ing documents, One from Gen. Duncan L. Clinch 
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of St. Mary’s, Georgia, asking pay for supplies 
gnished, taken, and used by the officers and sol- 
giers of the General Government belonzing to Gen. 
Clinch during the Florida campaign: referred, 
giih the accompanying evidence, to the Committee 
of Claims. One from John M. Kennie of the city 
of Avgusta, Ga rgia, praying compensation fur 
curing a certain debt due the United States: re- 
qrred to the Committee of Claims. One fiom 
cerlain citizens of the county of Gilmer and other 
counties in Georgia, asking the establishment of a 
jine of stazes between Ashville, in North Carolina, 
and Cassvil'e, in Georgia: referred to the Commit- 
ie on the Post Office and Post Roads. One from 
certain citizeos in Washington county, asking Con- 
gress 10 establish a post office at Buffalo, in said 
county, and a mail route from that place to Mil- 
iedgeville, Georgia: referred to the Committee on 
ihe Post Office and Post Roads. AA letier from 
James Edmondson, postmaster at Cvbuttah 
Sp ings, in Murray county, Georgia, in relation to 
a mail route between Spring Place, in said county, 
and Cleveland, in Est Tennessee: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. A 
etter from P. Le Chartier, chairman of the Board 
of the Commission: rs of Pilotage, asking that the 
city of Darien, in the State of Georgia, be mate a 
pert of entry, &e. referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. A reso'uticn of the General Assembly 
othe Siate of Georgia, asking that a stage route 
be estab ished from Clarkesville, Haber-him coun- 
ty, Georgia, to Ashvil'e, Buncombe county, North 
Carolina, by the way of Clayton and Franklin; 
also, that a weekly mail be carried upon horseback 
from Lafayette, in the county of Walker, to Salem, 
in the county of Dade, in the State of Georgia: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. A petition from John Dennis, a superan- 
nuated officer of the custom-house, in the city of 
Savannah, asking additional pay for his services: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. One 
from Wm. Mosely and others, in Henry county, 
Georgia, asking the establishment of a post route, 
&e. referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. ] 

By Messrs. GRAVES, ANDERSON, TRIP- 
LETT, UNDERWOOD, GREEN, ANDREWS, 
BOYD, BUTLER, and DAVIS, of Kentucky. 

By Mes-rs. CAVE JOHNSON, JAS. L. WIL- 
LIAMS, CARTER, BELL, C. H. WILLIAMS, 
CAMPBELL, TURNEY, and McCLELLAN, of 
Tennessee. 

(Mr. McCLetuan presente | the petition of Mrs. 
Ankey Goadsey, of Sullivan county, Tennessee, 
vidow of Wm. Godsey, deceased, a Revolutionary 
soldier, praying to be allowed a pension; upon 
his motion was referred to the Commitie on Revo- 
lutonaiy Pensions. Of Mrs. Sally Pratt, widow of 
Thos. Pratt, deceased, a Revolutionary soldier of 
Hawkins county, Tennessee, praying io be allowed 
apension: referred to the Committee on Revulu- 
wonary Pensions, Of James Wright, jr. of Sulli- 
van county, Tennessee, praying to be allowed an 
invalid pension: referred to the Committee on Inva- 
id Pensions. Of David Childress, a Revolutionary 
S idier of Sullivan county, Tennessee, praying for 
arresrages of pay and bounty land: referred to the 
Commitee on Revolutionary Pensions. ] 

(Mr. Cave Jonnson presented the petitions of 
George Mayfield of Williamson county, Tennessee, 
aklugto be placed on the roll of invalid pea- 
siohers, on account of wounds received in the ser- 
vice of the United Sta’es: re‘erred to the Commit- 
een Invalid Pensions. Of George Mayfield of 
Williamson county, Tennessee, asking the confir- 
haton of a ttle to atract of Jand a@iowe 1 and con- 
veed to him by the Creek Indians at Fort Jackson: 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 
Of John Hagie,a soldier of the Revolution, who 
tame to the United States with Lafayette, asking to 
be placed on the pension roll: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Of Geerge 

- Farmer, asking compensation for services ren- 
dered in Opening the road from Reynoldsburg, 

fonessee, 10 ‘he Chickasaw Ol1 Towns in 1816: 
leferred to the Commitee of Claims. Of Wm. 

: Willey, as‘cing compensation for a horse Jost 
0 the Florida war: referred to the Committee of 
Claims. Of the citizens resident on the Salt Lick 
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Reservation, in Tennessee, asking the right of 
pre-emption to be extended to those who seitled 
prior to 1838. Ten petitions, signed by various 
officers of the infantry and artillery, compla ning 
of the inequality produced by the act of the Sh of 
July, 1838, between the officers of the line and the 
staff officers, and praying that this inequality be 
removed: referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. Of the Rev. A. A. Muller, claiming com- 
mutation and bounty land, as the sole heir and 
representative of Major Muller, the aid-de-camp ef 
General Marion: which was referred to a select 
commit'ee of seven members. ] 

By Messrs. STARKWEATHER, RIDGWAY, 
MASON, BOND, WELLER, DOANE, TAY- 
LOR, HASTINGS, PARISH, DUNCAN, 
SWEENY, GIDDINGS, and GOODE, of Oho. 

By Messrs. CHINN, R. GARLAND, and 
WHITE, of Louisiana. 

By Messrs. DAVIS, RARIDEN, WICK, T. 
SMITH, CARR, HOWARD, and PROFFIT, of 
Indiana. 

[Mr. Davis of Indiana presented the petition of 
the Bishop of Vincennes, asking a repeal of duty 
on achurch bell. Of sundry citizens of Indiana, 
asking a pension for Ambrose Manes, accompa- 
nied by testimony. Fora mail route fiom Wash- 
ingion to Petersburg, Indisna. Also, the memorial 
ot the National Road Convention, held at Terre 
Haute, Indiana, in July, 1839 } 

Mr. DAVIS moved thet it be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CASEY moved to amend the motion to re- 
fer, by adding the following: “And that said com- 
mittee be instructed to report a bil, making an ap- 
propriation of one hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars for each of the States of Ohio, Indiana, and 
lilinois, to be expended on the national road in 
said States, in the year 1540, under the direction of 
the War Department; said appropriation to te sub- 
ject to all the restrictions end ec nditions of former 
appropriations on sa:d road. 

This motion having been objected to as out of 
order at that time, 

Mr. CASEY maintained that it was in order, 
and that it was periecily competent at any ume to 
move instructions to a commitiee on any subject 
committed to its charge. 

This motion having elicited debate, under the 
rule, les over one day. The petiticn, however, 
was ordered to be pr nted. 

[Mr. Carr presented the petition of Wm. H. 
Swan, and 129 others, who represent that, in the 
surveying and laying off Congress onal township 
two, norh of range nine east, ¢f the Jeffersonville 
Indiana land district, into sections and quarter sec- 
tions, two parallel lites east and west seem to 
have been run, and all the entries have been made 
by the south line, the numbers being on that line, 
but by the field notes the corners are some on the 
north and some on the south parallel lines; accom- 
panying which petition is the plot or map of said 
township, made by the county surveyor of Jeffersen 
county—petitioncrs ask Congress, if it te proper, to 
declare and provide that the south of the two pa- 
rallel lines be deemej and taken as the true and 
correct division line A remonstrance,s gned by 
A. H. Harris, and 14 o-bers, o}jecting to all inter- 
fereuce on the part of Conermss in regerd to the 
survey !inesand field notes of Congressional township 
two north, of range nine east; accompanying said 
remonstrance is a ceitifcat+ of ihe county sarveyor 
of Clark county, coinciding with the views set 
forth in the remonstrance: all of which, the peii- 
lion, Yremenstrance, and accompanying papers, 
vere referred to the Committee on the Jadiciary. 
The peiition of Davis Shockly, praying for a pene 
sion: whch was, upon bis motion, icerred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. O/ James 
Smallwood, of Indiana, prayiog to be p'aced on 
the inval:d pension rol!: which, on his motion, was 
referred tu the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
The papers of Zalmon Burrett, asking a pension: 
which, on his motion, was referre! to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. Oa motion of 
Mr. C.; the petition of Indian Robin, or Robin 
Loyd, prayirg a pension, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary pensions. Mr. C. also pre- 
sented the memorial and joint resolution of the Ge- 


| 
| 


| 


| 
j 


169 


neral Assembly of the State of Indiana, on the sub- 
ject of constructing a canal around the falls of the 
Onio river, cn the Indiana side, sufficieat for the 
passage of the largest class of steamboats: which 
was telerred to the Committee on Reads and Canals. 
He also presen'ed the petition of Almon Baldwin, 
and 350 o'kers, oa the same subject: which was 
referred to the same committee. } 

By Messrs. BROWN and THOMPSON, of Mis- 
Sissppi. 

3y Messis. CASEY, REYNOLDS, and STEW- 
ART, of Ilinois. 

| Mr. Reyno.ps presented the following petitions 
and memorials, to wit: A petiton for a mail route 
from the city of Cairo, Unity, Jonesboro, 
Brownsville, Pinckneyville, Nashville, and Belle- 
ville, in Illinois, to St. Louis, Missouri. The 
claim of Lesieur to land in Missouri. The claim 
of the heirs of Wm. Arundel, for horses taken 
by the Indians. Of Jacob Waggoner to correct a 
mistake in the entryof land. The inhabitants of 
St. Clair county, Llnois, tora section of land for 
ths township of Cahokia, for school purposes. 
The claim of the citizens of Cahokia, Illinois, for 
land heretofoie granted to the church of Cahokia. 
The claim of Messrs. Steel end Mitchell, for pro- 
perty lost in the warof 1812. The claim of Mr. 
Wilcox, for damages done by the United States 
army in 1832. Tha claim of Mr. Underhill, fora 
p.e-emp'ica in the State of Missouri. The claim 
of Vanrulf. for damages done by the Unite! States 
army in 1812. Toe claim of Mr. Pathain to land. 
The petition of Jobn Jordon to locate land 
warvant for military services in 1812. Also, 
the clams of the hes of Larkin Rutherford, 
Snadreck Bond, James Head, George Lundford, 
Joseph Carry, Joseph Godare, Mr. Geadro, Mr. 
Dane, Capt. Francis Charlevil'e, Mr. Levea, Mr. 
Cosart, Mr. Cheney, and John Doyle, deceased, 
to the Commitee on Revo'utionary Claims, for 
services dove inthe Revelution. The ancesters of 
these claimants were in the military service in the 
“IilLnois regiment,’ under the command of Col. 
George Rogers Clark, and performed said service 
in the year 1779, in capturing the British posts of 
Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and St. Vincennes, in the 
Illinoss country. Capt. Charleville raised a com- 
pany of volunteers in Kaskaskia, and marched 
with them, with Col. Clark, to capture the post at 
St. Viacennes, in February, 1779. This regiment 
was in the Virginia line, and the above mem- 
bers have not received any remuneration for 
their servi‘es. | 

By Messrs. DILLETT, LEWIS, CHAPMAN, 
and CRABB of Atabama. 

[ Mr, Cnapman presented the following petitions: 
The petit n of etizeos in favor cf a pre-emption 
to John H. Heckman, Mar hall county, Alabama. 
Of John P. Naylor and ethers, in favor of a quarter 
section of land for a seat of ju-tice for DeKalb co. 
Alabama. Papers relating to the unsettled claurs 
of McNairy Harris, Jackson county, as quarter- 
master ia Florida. Papers relating to the claim of 
Capt. Thomas Snod:rass’s company, Jack-on co. 
for services in Cherck’e emigraton. Memorial of 
certain field officers, Jackson conn'y, Alabama, 
who comianted volunters in Flotila, askirg an 
exp'anatory Jaw as respects the allowance for use 
and risk ef horses. Claim of R J. Stockton, Jack- 
son county, for horse lest in Florida. Petition of 
cit zens of Marsha!land DeKalb counties, for a 
mail ronte from H{antsville to Lebanon. Of ci'i- 
zens of DeK.1b, Cherokee, and Jackson cos. fer a 
grantof land to Samu-l Findley of DeKalb coun- 
ty. Ov etzens«f Benton coun'y, asking that the 
Cherokee country may be annexed to the Coosa 
land distrie!, and that the Coosa land office may be 
removed to Ladiga. Of Spartan Ailen, Benton 
county, for payment of a horse lo t in the Chero- 
kee emgrating service. O!: Rofus Kiog Love, for 
a hors icst ia same service. Of John Parnell of 
Beaten county, prayiog a pension on account of 
diseases incurred in the United States s-rvice. Of 
G. C. Woodward, for mail route from B ounts- 
ville to Aurora. Memorialcf the General Assem- 
biy of Alabima, asking the establishment of a new 
land district in the country acquired from the Che- 
rokees, and to reduce the price of the public lands. 
Petition of Joha A. Baird, that claims for lost 
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. S horses in the Wnited States service, purchased by || tee on Commerce. A petition fora mailroute from || ing memorials, petitions, &c.: From the citizens of — 
* y him, be paid. Of citizens of St. Clair county, Ala- Jefferson city to Springfield, Missouri: referred to the Fast Florida for a land office at Newnansyiije prial 
i bama, fora mail route from Elyton to Ashvill*, || Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. A || From a committee of St. Joveph asiing an ap. Mas 
i Alabama. Of John H. Robioson and others, for || p:tition of a respectab'e portion of the bar of Mis- || prepriation for acourt-house. From the cit Zeng creel 
, preempuuon, Of Nathaniel Coates, late quarter- s uri, praying that the di-trict judge cf that State shall of East Ficrida for a division of tnat Terr. for tl 
master of Alabama volunteers in Fiorida, have the same jurisdiction over caures at the Oc'o- tory. Of the citizens of Duval county for a di. for 
for ‘payment of certain items in his 2c- bert rm (wih the exception of appeals, &c.) as || vision of Florida. Of sundry citizens of Ray Jadis 
count, not setied by accounting officers. Mr. the circuit court has, and also that the salary of the Florila for a division of that Territc ry. Pre cons! 
C. also presented the following memorials an dis'rict jadge be increased: referred to the Commit- || sentment of the grand jury of Franklin coyy: from 
petitions that have been heretofore presented: Me- tee on the Judiciary. A petition for a mail route Presentment of the grand jury of Duval and N,. Van' 
morial of the General Assembly of Alabamn tora from Florida, by Mexico and Fulton, to Jefferson sau counties. Of F. Pellicer, and ovhers, pray- Chic 
a cession of the Muscle Shoa's Canal to that State, city: referrcd to the Committee on the Post Oifice ing relief from an award of the Secretary y¢ feld, 
und the reports of the Muscle Shoals Canal. Peti- || an! Post Roads. A petition of Presley Scott, show- || the Treasury, under the law of 1834, for the jesse vernt 
tion of certain citizens of Benton county, Ala. ing aclaim against the Government for piles fur- sustained by the cperations of the Un ted Sates owne 
asking aright of pre-emption in lieu of those of || nished for the harbor at St. Louis, un¢era contract |} toops in Florida. Of John P. Baldwin, of on L 
which they were deprived under the act of 1834, by made with R. E. Lee, the eng neer: referred to the || Key Wes!, praying compensation for proreriy jos, wmpr 
the improper location of Creek Indian reservations. Committee of Claims. And the claim of Shrop- || by order of ccmmanding officer, to preven; saiq coas! 
Memorial of the Selma and Tennessee Railroad shire and Ros-, against the Government, for provi- || property, beng mostly lead, from falling into the watth 
Company, asking the right of way anda grant of || sions furnished Curing the Black Hiwk war, with bands of the Indians. Of Capt. J.Y. Smith, prayinz d.aas 
land to aid in the work. Petition cf citizens of the the secompanying evidence to support the same: |] compensation for loss of steamboat Hyperip, pense 
Cherokee country, praying au extension of the pre- referred to the Committee of Claims.] €laim of Dr. Weeden, for property taken by mij. ihe Ul 
emption act of 1838; and a memorial of the Legis- [Mr. Mitter presn‘ed the following joint me- lia in the service of the United States. Of Dy. Unite 
lature of Alabama on the same subject. Memo- morials and resolutions of the Legislatare of Mis- Weeden, for medicine furnished by Hewlitt, as in W 
rial of many citizens of Benton and Cherokee coun- souri, viz: A memorial on the subject of pre-emp- || assistant surgeon, and for medical services of the’ Ines 
ties, Ala, praying that the Cherokee termtory may tions, askirg that right to be extended to e!] persons United Sta‘es? Of Mr. McDonald, for a horse, awed 
be annexed to the Coosa land district, and the |aad who shall settle on the public lands, and cultivate Of J. E!zuardi, asking remuneration for a slave Loaf 
office removed to Jacksunville. Petition ofeitizensof || the same for two years after such settlement. A taken by the Usited States as Indian interpreter, ine & 
Benton county asking the same. Petition of civ-zens mem >rialon the subject of patents, asking that an and sent to Arkansas. Of Dr. Turner, for a horse, [0 
the of Cherokee country praying the es ablishment endorsement be made, by the Commissioner of the Of Wm. McNaught, for corn sold to the United Ke 
of a new land district in that territory, and the lo- General Lard Office, on all pate»ts hereaf er is- States troops. Of William G. Saunders, for aired! 
cation of the land office in Cherokee county. Mes || sued, of th: plot of th» section in which such lan’s || preperty destroyed by the United States suns 
morial of the Levislature of Alabama as‘ing a new may lie. A memorial on the subject of 16.) sec- army. Petition of J, Croskey, and others. Wisc 
land office to be established in the Cherokee country. tions, asking awhority to select other lands, in Claim of the heirs of Manuel Domingues to a Legis 
Petition of citizens of Jackson county, and many lieu thereof, where they ere unfit for cultivation, tract of land. Memoria! from the citizens of Ey 1838, 
ciuzens of the Cherokee country, asking the es'a- or where they have been diminished or lost by the || cambia county for an appropriation to build a and | 
blishment of a new land district, and the location filling in of the lands situate orn the banks of c-urt-house and jail. From the c tizens of Jeffer end t 
of the olfice at Bellefonte, in Jackson county, Ala rivers. A memorial requesting that certain unsold son county for muney to repair a road from Moat whic 
Petition of Isaac Morson, asking a pre-emption lands in the State of Missouri may be brought in- cello to the navigable parts of the river S:. Marks. "e 
rizht to a quarter section of land in lieu of that cf |} to market. Also, the following petitions, viz. Of || Petition of sundry inhabitants of East Fiorida for i 
which he was deprived under the act of 1830. Pe- John B. Fisher, and others, asking the e-tablish- a road from Jacksonville to Fort White, on the = 
tition of Elisha Morland and others, now cn the ment of a post road from Jefferson city, Missouri, Santafee. From the citizensof Nassau and Du- wee 
files of ths House, praying a grant of pre-emptions by the wey of Califoraia, Round Hill Post Office, val counties for money to repair a rvad from Jack- pe 
in lieu of those of which they weie improperly dc- to Georgetown, in said State: referred to the Com- sonville to Camp Pinckney, on S:. Mary’s river. roe 
prived under the act of 1830 ] mittee on the Post Office and Pest Roads. Of From the citizers of Florida for money to cut a son 
By Mes:rs. MILLER ard JAMESON, of Mis- Daniel Droper of M'ssouri, assing the pissage of || canal from Six Mi'e creek to the St. Sebastian. ri 
seuri. aspecial act, gran'ing to him the right of preemp- || Of the Lake Wimico and St. Joseph Canal and a . 
(Mr. Jameson presented the following preamble tion toa certain tract of land therein mentioned Railroad Company. Of the citizens of Nassau mt 
and resolutions in relation to slavery: not re- || and described: referred to the Committee on the cowity, praying an appropriation feraroad. Of ‘al B 
ceived under the rule of the House. A memorial Pablic Lands. Of James Maguire of Mis:oati, the ci‘izens of East Flo.ida for a road from Pablo mien 
of the Legislature of .Missouri requesting a grant asking additiona! compensation for services per- to Jacksonville. Of the Alachva Grantees, pray- ea 
of land for a railroad from Jederson city by Mas- formed by him asa clerk, in the Quartermaster ing an appropriation for a road. Of the cit- aon 
sies’s iron works and the iron mountains to the General’s Ottice, at Washington City: reterred to zens of St. Joveph, Io!a, ard Chatiahoochie. > a 
Missippi river: referced to the Committee on the Committee of Claims. O: Uriel’ Sebuce, re- praying an appropriation of $5,000 to repair a road Foca 
Roads and Canal-. A memorial of the same, ceiver of public moneys at Fayetie, asking the pas- from Mariannaito lola, and an appropriation «f rn ; 
asking an appropriation fur the imp:ovement of seg: of an act authorizirg the proper accounting $5,000 to repair a road from Iola to Chatahocche. th 
the Demoines river near its mouth: seferied to the officer of the Treasury Department to place to his From cit zens of Columbia and Alachua counts, to mi 
same committee. A memorial of the same in rela- j| credit the sum of $200, for reasons set forth in said praying an appropriation for a read from the Low- Land 
tion to common schools, asking that all the lands petition: referred to the Commit ee of Claims. Of || er Suwanee springs to Newoansville. Claimof sates 
within the State that have been in marxet tweity J. A. Hadwin, John Ward, and W. D. Paisons, of Capt. T.C. Ruldolph. Of Capt. Clarke, and ec: aes 
years and not sold, be ceded to the Siate for that Rocheport, Missouri, asking the passage of alaw companying papers. Of Capt. Peters, and accom: es 
purpose: referred to the Committee cn the Pablic awhorizing them ‘o import, duty free, the iron ne- panying papers. Potition of Capt J. Houseman. the Ce 
Lands. A memurial of the same on the subject of || ce-sary to enab'e them to construct two iron steam- for pay for military services and expenditures. tional 
the Sactafe trade: referred to the Commitiee on boats, to be ran or used onthe Missouri river: re- Claim of Dr. Claik and Dr. Forry, vs. Unel relert 
Commerce. A series of resolutions of the same on || ferred to the Committee on Commerce. ‘The peti- || States, for med'eal services. Of Dr. Worrell ¥s nal fi 
the subject of the extension of the Cumber'aod tion and papers of Chauncey Durkse of Mirsouri, United States, for medical services. ] re‘err 
read to the seat of Government of Missouri: te- esking the passage of a law granting him the right ty Mr. DOTY of Wisconsin. 7 Mem 
ferred to the Commit'ee ou Roads and Cana's. A se- || of preemption to acertain tract of land therein [Mr. Dory presented the following petitions toga 
ries of resolutions of the same in rela‘ionto the pub'ie || descr.b d: referre1 to the Committee on the Pab- || Three peti ions of citizens of W sconsia, for an meres 
lands: referre! to the Comm tte onthe Publ c Lands. lic Lands. Of William Warden of Missouri, ask- appropriation for the improvement of the harbor at Iitino 
A memorial of the same in relation to a deaf and ing that the sum of $706 be refunded te him by the the mouth of Root river, Racise. ‘Three pztivions ferred 
damb asy!um: referrcd to the C. mmitiee en Pab- Government of United States, of which sum he was of citizens of Wisconsin, for an appropriation Lot bitant 
lie Expentitures. A petition of sundry ciizens ot robbed by the Sac and Fox Ind ans, m the year a harbor at Milwaukie. Petition of citizens of &min 
Missouri, in relation to the Oregon Territery: 1e- 1813: referred to the Committee of Claims. Of Wisconsin, that Milwaukie be declared a pert o th 
ferred to the Coumittee of Foreign Affaus. A pe- Wm. and C. Ewing, asking compensation for two entiy. Four petitions of ci izens of Wi consa, IT whers 
tition of Jchn Gibson, asking a conation of certain horses lost by them while in the service of the aconfirmation of the titles of Francois Laventure, Come 
land-: referred to the Committee on the Public Unitcd States, inthe year 1813: referred to the Ebenezer Childs, and Livus Thcempson, to land at Aser 
Lands. A petition of Joseph Au!, asking permis- Committee of Claims. Of Witham Steel of Mis- M:lwaukie. Petition ef citizens of Racine county, tary. 
sion to change an entry erroneously made: referred souri, a*king a ponsion for his se:vices as a soldier Wisconsin, for an approrration for opening 7 relerr 
to the Committee on the Pablic Lands. A pet.tion duving the Revelutionary war: referred to the Com- harbor at the south mouwh of P.ke creek, at Soul Mem 
of James Dickerscn and others, praying jhat a mittee on Revolutionary Pensions ] port. Petiton cf erizens of Southpert, for an ap- the C 
mail route be established from Boliver, in Polk By Mr. CROSS of Arkansas. propriation for the above purpose. Four petitions agin, 
county, by Willi:m Snadens, in Barry county, to By Mr. CRARY of Mich gan. of ciizens of Wisconsin, praying a separation cl reer: 
Sarcoxie, in Newton county, and that a post office tv Mr. DOWNING of Florida. the « ffices of Governor and Seperintendent of Ic- Land: 
be established at said Snadea’s: referred to the [Mr. Downine presented the memorial of a con- dian Affzirs; that the citizens of the Territory have Barto 
Committee onthe Post Office and Post Roars. rention of the ct'zeas of Flo:ida, demanding ad- leave to elect the Governor, and that the Superin- Ofice 
The claim of Jacob Ford to a pension: referred to mision into the Unien as one ef the sovereign tendent be stationed in the Indian country. Pet Pensic 
the Cosamittee on Revolutionary Pensiins. <A States thercof, together with a Constitution adopted tion of citizens of Racine county, for an appropr': Of Al 
n.emorial for the estab!ishment of a harbor at Ra- by said convention, submitted to the people and ation for a road from Southport to Belcit. Ofc Bay, ne 
cine, Wiszonsin Territory: referred to the Commit- approved by them. He then presented the follow- zens of Milwaukie county, praying for an appre: Bite Ci 
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riation for a railroad from Lake Michigan to the 
Mississippi, in Wisconsin. Of cilizens of Oak 
week, for the same object. Of citizens of Sinipee, 
‘or the same object. Of citizens of Mineral Point, 
fot the same object. Of citizens of Mivhawaka, 
Jadiana, for the same object. Of citizens of Wi- 
consin, for the same object. For & post route 
fom Madison, by Sugar river, Diggings, Monroe, 
Yanvobrah’s settlement, to intersect the route from 
Chicago to Galena. For a post route from Spring- 
geld, Milwaukie c», to Madison, the seat of¢ Go- 
yernment of Wisconsin. Two petitions of masters, 
owners, and consignees of steamboats and vessels 
on Lake Michigaa, and for an appropriation to 
improve the harbor of Racine. Of citizens of Wis- 
cousin, for an appropriation for a road from Mil- 
yauk:e to Beloit. Of the Stockbridge nation of In- 
dans, in Wisconsin, for remuneration for the ex- 
ances of their removal fiom New York, and that 
ihe title to their lands be guarantied te them by the 
United States. For the sale of the mineral lands 
in Wisconsin, and for an act declaring void all en- 
ies heretofore made in consequence of false 
ewearing, etc. Of Enos Soper, praying remunera- 
toafor services rendered the United States during 
the War of 1812. 

(0. motion of Mr. Dory, it was 

Resolved,, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish to this House as atement of all 
suns paid for the support of the Government of 
Wisconsin, including all ef the expenses of the 
Lecis'ative Assembly, during the years 1837, 
1838, and 1839, exhibiting the items for which, 
and by, and to whom, payments have been made, 
end the authority therefor, and whether the loans 
which have been made cn the faith of ihe Terri- 
ory, have been sanctioned and paid by him.] 

By Mr. CHAPMAN of lowa. 

(Mr. CuapMan presented the memorial of the 
Assembly of Iowa, praying Congress to confirm 
aneutry of land made by the county of Henry: 
eferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Amemcrial from the Assembly of lowa, praying 
Congress to amend the organic Jaw: referred to the 
Committee on the Territories. A memorial upon 
ihe subject of post roads: referred to the Commit- 
eon the Post Office and Post Roads. A memo- 
nal praying school Jand for half breed tract: re- 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Amemorial fir arms, &c. referred to the Com- 
mitteeon Miliary Afairs. A memorial in favor 
of setilers On sixteenth sections: referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. A joint resolu- 
ion relating to reports: refer.ed to the Committee 
on the Territorces. A memorial for pre-emption 
to maers: referred to the Commitiee on ‘he Public 
Lands. A memorial for the survey of lands. A 
memor.al for the improvement of lowa and Cedar 
vers: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Memorial for the survey of Skunk river: referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. A memorial for addi- 
\onal appropriation fur completion of penitentiary: 
referred to the Committee on the Territories. Memo- 
ial for completion of Dubuque and Missouri roads: 
rierred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
Memorial for survey and improvement of Du- 
tuque harbor: referred to the Committee on Com- 
weice. Petition of inhabitants of Warren county, 
liiinois, for improvement of Desmoines Rapids: -a1 
‘ered to the Committee on Commerce. Of irha- 
biants of Furt Madison for donaton of land for 
“minary o1 learning: referred to the Committee 
othe Public Lands. Of James Anderson and 
hts for the sale of 16ih section: referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. Act of Towa 
Asembly: referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
“ary. Memorial for land for literary purposes: 
ielerred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Memorial in favor of Jeremiah Smith: referred to 
ine Commit ee on the Territories. Preamble and 
iat yes:luton for improvement of Desmoines 
‘wer: referred to the Committee on the Pablic 
ands. Petivon ‘or post route from Iowa city to 
pa ets referie | to the Committee on the Post 
“ice and Post Re: ds. Of John Morgan for a 
Pension: ref.rred to the Comunittee on Pensions. 
Of Alfred Cart r end others, praying Congress to 
~ Permitied to purchase 16h section: referred to 
“¢ Committee on the Public Lends. Of A. John- 
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son for pension: referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Pensions Of F. Dinon for grant of 
lands for services to the country: referred to the 
Commitiee on the Public Lands. Of Jacob Wiley 
for pension: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. Of the inhabitants of lowa for 
road from mouth of Iowa to Iowa city: referred to 
the Commitee on Roads and Canals. Of the in- 
habitants of Keosauqua for mail route from Bur- 
ling’oa to that place: referred to the Committee en 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Of the inhab.tants 
of lowa fora mail route from Peru, in Lilino:s, to 
Iowa city: referred to the Commiitce on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. Of the inhabitants of 
Mount Pleasant for land for seminary of learning: 
referred to the Committee on the Pablic Lands. 
Of Martin Godard for mail route from Davenpcrt 
to the county seat of Linn: referred to the Cow- 
mittee on the Post Oifice and Post Reads. Of in- 
habitants of Scott county for mail route from Da- 
venportio Linn, the county seat: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

By Mr. PARRIS ef Maine. 

By Mr. T. W. WILLIAMSjof Connecticut. 

{Mr. Tnos. W. Wittiams presented the pet ton 
of the children and other heirs ef Lieut. Vaniel 
Starr, asking fr pay for their father’s serviess as a 
lieutenant on board ef the United States ship 
Trumbull. Of Griswold Avery, asking for a pen- 
son for Revo'utionary servicers. Of Mrs. Esther 
Culver, late the widow of Mo-es Jones, fur a pen- 
sion. Of the heirs of Lieut. Nathanic] Fanning, 
deceased, asking that a medel be given for Mis act 
of bravery on board the “Goed Man R chard,” 
under Com. Jobn Paul Jones, and for prize muney 
arising from sa‘d serviccs. Of Jas. Wiliams, tor 
compensation for services and exp°nses in alrest- 
ing a deserter from the Unitei States army in 
1834. Of NathanSmith aud others for a'lowance 
of bounty on a fishing voyage to the Straits of 
Belle Isie. Of Oliver J. Day and others, of Lyme, 
Connecticut, manufacturers of wool, asking Con- 
gress to revise the laws for the collection of duties, 
in order to prevent frauds to the prejudice of the 
manufacturer ] 

A motion was made to adjourn, at half-pzst 5 
o’clock; the yeas and nays were demanded; when, 
the roll being called, there were—yeas 21, nays 27. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House. 

When, on motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, 

bh: House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, February 7, 1840. 

Mr. NORVELL pre ested the credentials of the 
Hon. Avucustus 8. Porter, elected by the Legis- 
lature of Mich'gan a Sesetor from that Sta‘e for 
six years from the 4th of March last. 

The usual oith was then administered to Mr. 
PORTER, and he took his seat. 

The CHAIR submitted a meszage from the Pre- 
sident of the United States tran: mitting the eleventh 
annual report of the Board of Inspectors of the Pe- 
nitentiary of the District of C.lumbia; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON presen'ed the memorial of Sarah 
Ralston; which was refe:red to the Commitice on 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the petition of 
Jeseph Whipple, now on file, was reteried to the 
Commitiee on Naval Affa're. 

Mr. WRIGHT present-d the pet ton of M. M. 
Quackenboss, B. BirJsa!l, and Chars L. Livings- 
ton, praying the passege of anact tw? authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasvry to cempromise and 
compound the claims of the Government ageinst 
them as sureties of Samuel Swartweut, late col- 
lec‘or of the pert of New York; which was 1eter- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submi ted Cocoments in 
relation to the claims of Adam Hall tor :emune- 
ration for horses lost while in the public sery ce; 
which was ref: rred to the Commitiee on Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a 
number of ihe citizens cf the State of Pennsy!va- 
nia, praying an increase of duties on foreign silks; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HUBBARD, froin the Commitice on 
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Claims, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion ef Witham Hawkins. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub- 
le Lands,to which the subject was referred, re- 
ported a bil! concerting a seminary of learning in 
the Tersitory of lows; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, t:om the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of John H. Shep- 
pard, administrator of Abiel Weod; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. in pursuance of notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill tor the relief of 
Jehan E. Bispham; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. TAPPAN, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and ob ained leave to bring in the following bill, 
which was ordered to be printed: 

A BILL 
To regulate the issuing and circulating of bank 
paper in the disiriet of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, Ti:at from and after the passage of this 
act, if any person or persons shall establish or con- 
tinne any bank in the Di-tiict of Columbia, such 
person or persons shall first deposite in the office of 
the Recorder of Deeds fer the county in which 
such bank may be established, a schedule, in writ- 
isg, containing the names and places of residence 
of eves and every stockholder in such bank, with 
the numbcr and value of the shares by him or her 
held, aud shall cause the same to be recorded with 
the record of deeds in the ofiice, and shall also pub- 
lish seit schedule in two of the newspapers having the 
most general circulation in the Distret, three ca!ea- 
dar month-; and every sale or tiansfer of stock in 
such bank, within ten days after such transfer shall 
have been made, shail be placed upon record and 
published in Like manner, by such person cr per- 
suns so establishing or continuiog such bank, 

Src. 2 And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
unlawiul for any individual banker or banking 
company, or for any other person or company, to 
is-ue any bank notes of a less denomination than 
twenty dollars, cr by any art, shift, or device, to 
issue and put in circulation avy paper, certificate, 
check, order, or note whatsoever, to circulate as 
currency, of a less Cenomination thau twenty dol- 
lars; and any person or persons offending heiein, 
shall ferte.t and pay not Jess than five hundred dol- 
lars, nor more than one thousand dollars, for each 
an! every note, order, check, or certificate, so 
issued and put in circulation as aforesaid; one half 
of the same to be for the use of the person prose- 
cuting therefor, aud the residue for the use of the 
county whee the banking house of such individual 
banker or banking company shall be located, to be 
recovered by action of debtin any court having 
jurisdiction thereof. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if at any 
time, in usual banking heurs, the paper of such 
individual or compavy shall be presen ed to such 
individual or company, cr avy officer by him or 
them employed, at their banking house or office, 
and payment cemanded of the same, and payment 
the eof in goid orsilver shall be refused, or uniea- 
sonably delayed, ihe bolder of such note may make 
aflidavit of such demand and refusal or delay, te- 
fore any justice of the peace of the proper county, 
whereupon, the said justice shall issue bis sum- 
mons against sech ind vidual, or any ofticer or 
pariner in such company, to be and appear be.ore 
him, Or some other justice of the peace, ata time 
to be staied ia said summonrs, which time shal! be 
w thin twenty-four bours from and after the same 
shall have been issued, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shou'd not be entered egainst 
such individual, ofL.cer, or pertoer, for the amonnt 
of said note; end unless the party defendant in said 
writ shall eppear, and p'ead that the note upon 
whieh suitis b ought is net the note of such indi- 
or that jegal and proper de- 
mand of payment bas jot been made, aud verily 
such plea by the oats of the said defendant, or his 
agent or etiorney, it shall be the duty of the justice 
to enter up a judzment against such defendant for 
the amount of such note, with costs cf suit, and te 
issue his executicn, as in othes cases therefor, 
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Georgia [Mr. Dawson.] It had been the invaria- tion, was a little extraordinary. He did not know 





Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall, after the taking effect of this act, 
pass, or offer to pass, any bank note ofa less deno- 
mination than twenty dollars, otherwise than in 
payment to a bank or banking company, such per- 
son shall forfeit and pay double the amonnt of 
such note, for the use of the person sueing for the 
same, to be recovered by action of debt before any 
magistrate having jurisdiction thereof. 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Preston, in re'ation to the Cumberland road, 
was taken up, and after along debate, in which it 
was supported by Messis. PRESTON, WEB- 
STER, SMITH of Indiana, and MERRICK, and 
opposed by Messrs. BENTON, ALLEN, TAP- 
PAN, KING, HUBBARD, and CLAY of Alaba- 
ma, and after being modified, on the question of 
iis adoption, the vote was—ay:s 4, noes 39. 
So :t was not atopted. Adjourned until Monday. 


b'e practice of the House fer such questions to be 
put and answered; and in fact the pubiic business 
could not be transacted without it. 

The SPEAKER said such had been the usval 
practice of the House, and was no doubt a conve- 
nient ene; strictly speaking, however, debate was 
10t in order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said his only objection arose 
from the fact of debates being permitted in one 
case,and notin snother. If one gentleman was 
permitted to speak out of order, the same liberty 
might be claimed by all,‘and thus entirely obstruct 
the regular business of the House. 

Mr. JONES, in answer to the question ef the 
gentleman from Georgia, said he believed that it 
was the usual practice of the Department to for- 
ward these funds in advance, but how fan as to 
time, he was not advised. From jooking, how- 


|| how the gentleman made out that the indiyj, 


: uals 
who acted as pension agents were the favorites. 


the Armiusistration, but if the gentleman woy); 
look at the list of agencies, he would find that the 
banks were a Jarge proportion of them, and there. 
fore it was the favorites of the gentleman and i 
party, and notofthe Administration, that deriva) 
any benefiis from these agencies. : 
Mr. SMITH of Maine wished to make one in. 
gle statement in reply to the gentleman from Loy. 
siana. The gentleman said that those who disbursed 
these pensions were either banks or the especja| 
favorites of the Administration. Now he begou 
leave to inform him that the pension agent jn jh. 
Sta'e of Maine was a thoroughgoing Hartford ¢, * 
veution Federalist. 
Mr. PETRIKIN here called for the previous 


question; and the call being seconded by the Honse 
o ’ 


7 eras ever, atthe amount of unexpenéed balances, as || the main question was put, andcarried without q ee 
HOUSE OF REPREESNTATIVES, shown by the report of the Secretary of the Trea- || division. had 
Fripay, January 7, 1840. sury, he inferred that it was not possible that funds Mr. PICKENS, from the Committee cn Foreign sho' 

Mr J. W. JONES, chairman of the Commitice | to provide for ali the accruing pensions could te at Affairs, reporied the following resolutions, which me 
of Ways and Means, asked that the House wou'd | the points where they are to be paid; for, if every were agreed to: = 
resolve itself Committee of the Whole to consider | dollarof these unexpended balances were theie, Resolved, That the President of the Uni'ed States the 


the bill miking appropriations for Revolutionary 
and other pensioners. ‘The pensions are payable 
balf-yearly, on 41h of March and September, and 
unless the House woul! take some immediate ac- 
tion on this bill, it would be impossible for the Se- 
crtary of the Treasury to place the funds in the 
hands of disbursing agents at the various sections 
of the country where payment is made to the pen- 
sioners. The House would see the troubles and 
difficulties in wh ch these old pensioners would be 
placed if the necessary funds were not in the hands 
of the agents to pay them, after they had made long 
journeys, wi h the expectation of receiving payment 
atthe me specified by law. He hoped there 
would be no objec'ion. 

Mr. PICK#NS $ suggested to the chairman of 
ihe Committee of Ways and Means the propriety 
of receiving reports ullthe hour of one o'clock; 
and, at that time, go into committee on this bill. 
There weie very many imprtart reports to be 
made from commi'tees, which he hoped would be 
received. 

Mr. EVANS objected to any departure from 
the rules. Such departures, experience ‘taught 
him, had always embarrassed rather than facili- 
tated the business of the House. ite would, for 
that reason vote against all motions to suspend the 
rules. He hoped they would be adhered to, and 
that the Sta‘es would be called for petitions. 

Mr. PICKENS said petiions had been cal'ed 
from the Sta'es fortwo days past; an! if they go 
01 to receive them again to-day, he feared discus- 
sien might arise which would prevent the commit- 
tees from having any opportunity to make re- 
ports. He hoped the House would agree tore- 
ceive reports; aod teat the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways ard Means would yield to this 
suggestion, to co int: committee at 1 o’clock. 

Mr. JONES said the bill required the speedy ac- 
tion of the House; but he was willing to yield to 
the suggestion of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, (Mr. Piexens.] Mr. J. was proceeding in his 
remarks, when 

Mr. R. GARLAND called him to order. 

Mr. JONES moditied his motion, so that the 
House at 1 o’c'ock proceed to the consideration of 
the bill in committee. 

Mr. DAWSON inquired of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means whether the funds to 
meet these pensioners Were not appropriated one 
year in advance, and whether there wes not asntfi- 
cient sum of the old appropriations in the hands of 
disbursing agents, to mect the payments necessary 
to be made in March. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to bis answering the 
qrestion, or any debate, as it was entirely out of 
order. 

Mr. JONES said he wou'd answer the gentle- 
man's question; when he was again eal'ed to order. 
He thea moved a suspension of the rules, and de- 
mandced the yeas and nays on that mo'ion. 

Mr. BELL hoped the gentleman from Vrginia 
[ Mr. Jones] would be permitted to answer the in- 
terregatory put to him by the gentleman from 


i 


there would still not be more than haif what was 
necessary. There were unexpended balances at 
some of the points, but to meet the paymeats at all 
of them in tine, it was necessary that this appreo- 
priation should be: peedily passed. 

Tie yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
qnestion ef suspension, were—yeas 119, nays 40. 

Mr. JONES thn moved that the House go into 
the Committee of the Whole at one o’el: ck, for 
the purpcse of taking up the bill making ap ro- 
priatiors forthe payment of the Revoluticsary 
and other pensioners of the United S ates. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana calkd for the 
reading of the statement made by the Commissioner 
of Pensicns,in order toshow the amount of the un- 
expenced balances 

Mr. JONES said he siated to the House that 
there was a lerge amount of unexpended balances 
under one head of appropriations, but that the 
amount would not pay much more than one-hell 
of the pensions accrding. 

Mr. GARLAND said, if the gentl man weuld 
look at the documents, he would find that the pen- 
sion agen!s were most generally banking instita- 
tio.s and favorites of the Government; and that 
they had in their hands about one milion four 
hundred thousand doliais to app'y to ihe payment 
of these pensions. 

Mr. TURNEY called for ‘he previous question, 
but the call was not seconded, 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana then read a report 
of the Commissioner of Pensions, and saidthat from 
this report, it appeared that there was now one mil- 
lion four hundred thousaid dollars in the hands of 
the sg nts, while one million only was wanted for 
each quattei’s payment. Now the effort was made 
to sel aside the regular business of the House, for 
the purpose of p'acing money in the hands of these 
agents in advance. Jt was notorious that these 
agents were banks and po'itical favorites who had 
the use of the public money for months before it 
was wan'e], 

Mr. JONES of Vorzinia rese to correct the errors 
into which the gentleman fiom Louisiina had fal- 
len. The gentleman supposed that these pensions 
were payab’e quarierly, whicn was uot th? fact. 
They were payab'e half yearly, one payment be- 
eoming due ia March, and the other in September. 
Further, the amount of cne milli n four bucdred 
thousand do lars, now in the hands of the pension 
regen’, Was not enovngh to pay the perrions becoming 
due in March, while there was the payment 
coming due in Sep'ember, that was necessary now 
io be provided for. Mr. J. ihen went into an esti- 
mate of the different heads under which pensions 
are to be paid, and the sums that will be required 
for them. Bot the gent!eman’s principal objection 
was, that this money would go into the hands of the 
banks and pol.tical favorites of the Government. 
This was we first time he had ever heard that 
the banks were the pecul.ar favorites of this 
Government, and an asce!t on Jike th’s, coming from 
a gentleman standing in the politica] relation the 
geatleman from Louisiana did to the Administra- 


be requested, if in his opimion it be not incompati. 
ble with the public interests so to do, to communi. 
cate to this House any information in his posses: oy 
respecting the condition of the citizens of the United 
States doing business daring the past year in China, 
the state of the American trade in that country, and 
the interests of the people and commerce of the 
United States, as affected by the recent measures of 
the Chinese Government for the suppression of the 
contraband or forcible introduction of opium into 
China. Also, whether the British Government has 
given notice to that of the United States of a pur. 
pose to blockade the ports of China, or of other 
hostile inteations towards that Government, and 
any other information possessed by the Executive 
in relation to the above matters. 

Resolved, That the Secre,ary of the Treasury be 
directed to transmit to this House a s’atiment of 
the commerce end navigation between the United 
States and China, from 1€21 to 1839 inclusive, 
exhibiting for each year the amount of specie, the 
value and description of manufactured articles, the 
value and description of other merchandise, en! 
the tutal amount exported; the quantity and value 
of teas, the value of silk goeds, tre value of other 
merchandise, and the total amount imported; the 
number of ships, the amount of tonnave, and the 
Lumter of seamen employed. 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS, Senate bill, entited 
‘An act to cancel the bond; given to secure duties 
upon vesse's and their cargoes employed in the 
whale fi-heries, and to make reg sters lawful papers 
for such vessels,” was referred to the Commitee 
on Commerce. 

Tae hour of one o’elock having arrived, the 
House then resclved itself into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. Lixcotn in the chair,) and took up 
for consideration the bill making appropriation {vt 
the payment of Revolutionary aud other pensicis 
for the year 1844. 

Mr. R. GARLAND then went on to reply to 
some remarls mide by Mr. &mira of Maine, ' 
which that gentleman hed contradictel the astt- 
tion he made, that the pension agen’s wele presi 
dents of banks, or friends and partisans of she pre 
sent Administraton. In proof that h:s assertors 
were correct, he referred to the names cf many 
agents, among the rest, that of Mr. Van Ness, 
president of the Bank of the Meiropolis, and 
Dr. Brockendrough, president of the Bank of Vir- 
einia, and Philemon Dickerson, one of the claim: 
ants fer a seat from the S:ate of New Jeney 

Mr. RANDOLPH said the gentleman froin Low 
isiana was mis'aken. The pension azert was @ 
diffrent individual, and not the gentleman ciaim- 
ing a seat from that Strate. . 

Mr. GARLAND, afier referring to the names 
other agents, inquired of the chairman of the Con 
mittee of Ways and Means whether it was Pre 
pored t» place the whole amount in the bill in‘o 
the hands of the agents immediately. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he had supposed ‘be! 
the explanations he had already made would have 
tatisfied all gentlemen. He was not very conver 
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“ntasto the usage of the Department in that re- || 
epect, nor did he know to what amount the agents | 
were entitied for disbursing these funds. He had 
information to enable him to state positively at 
what time this money was transmtted to the | 
agents; but he presumed when appropriations were | 
made by Congress, it was sent tothem intme to 
meet the obligations of the Government. 
it m'ght be six months or less. The amount 
of balances on hand, according to the gentleman's 
-wnshowing, Was not sufficient by several hun: 
dred thousand dollars, even if the appropriations 
under the different heads should be aggregated, to 
ay the amount becoming due on the 4th of March. 
These balances are from appropriations under the 
several pension laws, to be specifically apple} to 
the different classes, and he did not see, by exi-t- 
inglaws, how the appropriations under one head 
could be applied to other objects. The estimates 
had been furnished and Jaid before the House, 
showing what was necessary to be done to meet 
the obligations of the Government. Mr. J. then 
went on to examine those estimates, and show that 
ihe balances on hand were net sufficient for that 
jurpose. 

Mr. BANKS rose to troub’e the committe with 
avery fewremarks. He understcod that when a 
bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, the object was to render it open for such 
amendments as might Le necessary. He did not 
suppose, however, that any amendments would be 
offered, but that the committee would at once rise, 
and report the bill to the House. But before this 
was done, he wished to reply to an allusion that 
had been made by the gentleman from Louisiana, 
[Mr. GaRtanD,] to a distinguished citizen of bis 
Sia'e, who is the president of one of is banks. 
Tae gentleman said that Dr. Brockenbrough was the 
egent for paying pensions in Virginia, and derived 
certain advantages from the agency. Now the fact 
was, Dr. B. as an individual, had no more to do 
with it than the gentleman himself. The money was 
ceposited in the bank of which he is president, and 
as president of the bank only has he any agency. 
When the egent for the purpose examined the 
claim of aRevolui nary pensioner, the agen’, if 
the claim was passed, gave a check to the claimant 
r his constitured attorney for the amount due hm, 
which check being presented, wes piid at the 
counter of the ban, of which Dr. Biockenbrough 
was the president ” 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
MARVIN, HOLLEMAN, REED, and PEIRI- 
KIN, when 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana submitted the 
following amendment: 

“Be ut further enacted, That no money appropri- | 
ated by this act shall be placed in the hands of | 
pension agents more than one month before the day 
for the semi-annual payment cf pensions.” ; 

Afier a further debate, in which Messrs. CRAIG, 
BEATTY, and SERGEANT, took part, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, after some remarks, sub- 
mited the folowing amendment to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Gartann: to strike out and insert: 

Each pension agent shall be allowed as compen- 
sation for h.s services percent onthe amcunt 
of money disbursed by him: Provided, That 10 
\fDsion agent shall receive as compensation more 
than 1,500 dollars per annum. 

Be it further enacted, That it shal! be unlawfal 
forany pension egent to use or apply te his own 
pu'poses, or to lend to any person or persons, orto | 
“iffer any per-on or persons to use, any part of the | 
puoli¢ moneys piaced in his hands or subject to hs 
control; and, if any pension egent shall violate the 
loregoing provisions of this section, ke shall, upon |, 
conviction thereof befcre any court of competent || 
Jwisdiction, undergo aud seffer imprisonment fora |, 
Period of time not less than one nor more than five || 
years, at the discretion of the jury convicting the || 
offender, 

Afier a further debate, in which Messrs. LEET, || 
THOMPSON of South Cerolina, JONES of Virgi- |) 
tia, BEATTY, RAMSEY, SERGEANT, BELL, | 
CURTIS, and WHITE, took part, 
he committee, without having taken any ques- | 





liok, rose and reported progress; when, 
The House adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, January &, 1840. 

Several pe itions, heretofore la d over under the 
rnle, because of debate arising thereon, were dis- 
posed of. 

The CHAIR announced that the first thing in 
order was the memorial presented by the gentle- 
man from [adiana [Mr. Davis} of the National 
Road Convention, held at Terre Haute, Indiana, 
in July, 1839, the question being on his motion to 
refer the same to the Commitee on Ways and 
Means; and the amendm«n! theretu by Mr. Casey, 
with the following mstrvections: 

“And that said commi'tee be instructed to report 
a bill, making an appropriation of one hundred an 
fifiy thi usand dollars for each of the States o 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to be expended on the 
national road in said States, in the year 1840, un- 
der the direction of the War Department; said ap- 
propriation to be subjec! to all the restrictions and 
conditions of former appropriations on sad road.” 

Mr. LINCOLN sucge-ted that this being on? of 
the days alletted for the reception of pet tions, this 
partcular petiiion cou'd notcome up. The rule 
provided that when petitions were laid over on 
account of debate arising on them, they must be 
takea up on some day that petitions were not in 
order, 

The SPEAKER replied tha! the practice of the 
Iiouse had not been to apply this rule during the 
thirty days allowed for peutons io the beg nninzg 
of the s’ssien; but only applied to such petitions as 
were laid over on account of Gebate, alter the 
thirty days had expired. 

Mr. RARIDEN sa‘d it was not his ob} ec! to oe- 
cupy the time of the Llouse in any explanat.on in 
rezard to the merits cf these instrections, s 
a matier of discussion. His object was to save the 
time of the House. In looking over the estima'es 
before the Ways and Meats Committee, he found 
that the Cumberland Read had 
ted. It has not been recogni ed by the Secretary of 
the Treesury asone of the objects which shou'd 
claim the atiention of Congress. These ins'ruc- 
tions, he thought, placed this maticr in a 
very unfavor ble position, theuzh he 
favor of any thing which would reach 
subject. It wes important to the 
the West to know the why it was omitted 
from the estimates. Whether it was a temporary 
abandonment, or was enly because of the embar 
rassments of the Treasury at this time. It would 
be remembered by the House that no apprepria- 
lion was made last year to carry on this road, and 
the conseq :ence iz, that the materials already pur- 
chased are being was ed and going to decay; and 
even paris of the road, which weve partially com- 
pleted, are in a condition to incur a total was'e of 
the moneys expended, if something be not done to 
arrest the decay. It important to know 
whether it was to progress; and it was for that rea- 
son that the friends of the measure took this course 
to bring the matter Lefore the Committee of Wavs 
and Means, inasmuch as there was no recommen- 
datery expressions to Congress by the Execut.ve, 
to show the importance of taking seme action on 
the subject. He did notconsier it proper, then, 
to go into the merits of the question, or discuss the 
subject, unless something more tangible should be 

resented, 

Mr. PICKENS said, if he uncerstqod the teso- 
lutions now brought vp, they proposed instrections 
to the Committee of Ways and Means with te- 
gard to the Cumberland road. The object of the 
gentleman from Lilinois, (Mr. Casry,] in movitg 
these i: structions, was, in a manner, to obtain the 
expression of an opinion on the part of this House 
in favor of an appropriation for that road. Now 
he would submit to the House if it was fit and 
proper, at this early period of the session, to bring 
upadscussion on this subject. A vote in favor 
of these resolutions would Le equivalent to a passage 
of the Cumberland road bi!l; and was the House 
prepared to march up to this que-tion at this early 
jeriod of the session? The gentieman from Ind:- 
ana, (Mr. Raripen,] was tco skilful a pariiamenta- 
rian not to know the effect of the passage of this 
resolution at this period of the session. He would 
submit to the House whether it would not be proper 
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to wait for the coming up of this Cumberiand road 
billim the regular way, insieai of bringing it up in 
this manner for dscussi-n in advance; and be 
would alo submt whether it was not fit and pro- 
per to let the Committee of Ways and Means pur- 
sue the regular routine of the bygh and respons bie 
duties committed to them, without being embarrass- 
ed by instreet ons like these. That commitiee was 
the peculiar guardian of the public treasure: it Was 
not constituted for this or that particular measure, 
bnt tor the general interests of the whole country. 
If tvis resolution should be adopted, gentlemen 
would get up recolutiens to bring forward another 
favoriie measure, ani thas the committee, as well 
as the Llouse, would be embarrassed by the cor- 
sideration of measures inatvance. He protested 
agairst embarrassing the committee wih these 
collateral questions. Letus wait until we know 
woat are the resources of the country, before we 
comm teurselves to an appropriation for this or 
that particular measure. Was this Cumberland 
road of more imjortance than the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriations, orthe appropriations for the 
army and navy?) Why, then, should this matter 
be discussed in advance? It was unwise, impoli- 
tic, and unjust, thus to override the im;ortant bus.- 
ness of the country. He looked upon the resola- 
tion as inexped:ent and unnecessary, and p'unging 
the House into eabarrassment and diflicu'ty, and 
as nothing less than prematurely voling on the pas- 
sage of the Cumberland rozd bill. Mr. P. con- 
cluced by moving to lay the resolution on the 
table, : : 

Mr. CASEY moved acall of the House. He 
wished to have a decisive expression of the opi- 
pions of the Tlouse on a questioa of this im- 
portance, 

Tse motion havirg been agreed to, 

Tte roll was called, when it appered that 170 
members answered to their names;and after calling 
the absentees, and excusing these who were absent 
in consequence of sickaess, 

Mr. BANKS moved that all further proceedings 
under the call be dispensed with; waich motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WICK rose for t!e purpose of asking Mr. 
Pickuxs to withdraw h’s m ton to lay the resola- 
tion on the table, to enatle him to make an expla- 
nation peronaliy inter sing himself. He ap- 
pealed to the gen leman, he said, to withdraw his 
meton even on the hard terms of his (Mr. W's) 
precdging himself to renew it on concludi g what he 
Wished to say, 

Mr. PICKENS then withdrew his motion, sayirg 
that he only cil so because the gentieman from In- 
diana wished to make a p?rsonal explanation, and 
on the condition that he would renew it. 

Mr. BIDDLE 10-¢ toa point of order, whether 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Pickens} 
coud withdraw his motion, en condition that the 
geuileman trom Indiana would receive it. He 
wishel to put the question disunetly to the House, 
Whether it wou'd u lerate such compacts. 

The SPFAKER was of op.n on ‘hat the gentle- 
man from South Carolina could wi hdraw his mo- 
tion, but the Crater could have nothing to do with 
the gentleman’s motives for so dong. 

Mr. BIDDLE. Can be withdraw it on a pledge? 

Tae SPEAKER replied that he cou'd not under- 
tike to say whether there was a p'ledze or not. 
That was a matter with which the Cairn had 
ihing to do. 


no- 
He could only consider the fact 
whether the motion was withdrawn or not. 

Mr. BIDDLE appealed from the decision of the 
Cuair. 

Mr. PICKENS then said that the gentleman 
from Indiana would see the difficulty occasioned 
by his reque-t for him to withdraw his motion; and 
xe hoped the gentleman would, therefore, excuse 
him for reuac ing his promise, and sayinz, as he 
now ieluctanily cid, thathe could not withdraw 
his moticn. 

Tne CHAIR was about putting the question on 
Mr. Bippte’s apreal, when that gentleman, hav- 
ing maderstood from Mr. Wick that the explana- 
tion he wished to make was a personal matter, 
withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. WICK then said, that the reasons why he 
had asked for and obtained the withdrawal of the 
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motion, with so much difficnlty—indeed, with more 
difficulty than he had ever seen on other occa- 
sions—was that he might make an explanation, 
which gentlemen would soon understand, if they 
would give him their attention, was entirely per- 


sonal to himself. Av he did not place this snuject 


on the same grounds wh Cc h s cole wie [Mr. 
Raripen] had placed it, and was not inclined to 
suffer the ¢pinions of that genileman to go abroad 


as his opinions, and the opinions of other We-stera 
gentlem-n who acted wihhm, a brief explanation 
on his part would be necessary. 

Mr. WHITE bere rose to a point of order. Tle 
understood that the gentleman from Sonth Caroli- 
na (Mr. Pickens] had not withdrawn hs motion to 
lay the resolutions on the table, an! therefore the 
gentleman from Indiana was cut of order to enter 
into a cehate. 

The SPEAKER sa‘d he undirsto d the gent'e- 
man from South Carolina as having wihdrawn hos 
motion. 

Mr. PICKENS. I did withdraw i'; but seeing 
the difficulty it occasioned, I afierwards said thatl 
could not withdraw it; att-e same ume expressing 
my regret at be ng compelled to ceny the request of 
the gentleman from Ind ana. 

Tine SPEAKER untersioced the gentleman from 
South Carolina distinc ly as bavinz withdrawn his 
motion. Having done so, the gentiemenecu'd net 
renew it, and the gentleman fioim Indiana was en- 
tit'ed to the floor. 

Mr. WICK rising and at'empting to proceed 
with his remarks, 

Mr. GRAVES called him to order, and re- 
newed in wiiting the point ma'e by his colleague, 
(Mr. Waite j| with the point raised by Mr. Bin- 
DLE 
The SPEAKER said the genth maa from Sowh 
Carolida withdiew his motion to lay the resolution 
on the table, and could not again renew it, while 
the gent'eman from In liana had the floor. As to 
any compact mide by the gentlemen from Indiana 
with the gentieman from South Carolina, the 
Cnatr could not notice it. He had nothing to co 
with a gentieman’s reasons for wihdraw.ng a mo- 
ton. 

Mr. GRAVES appeale | from the dec! 

Cuair, and addressed the House in favor of he 
appeal; but, in the ecurse of bs rem irks, 
irg from Mr. Wic« that be considered what he 
wished to say as having a peisona! bearing 
self, withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. WICK said: lam glad, Mr. Sreaxen, that 
at length I am no Ienzer impeded by ques ions of 
order—raised upon me, I trast, in no invi lous 
ing, though move than suflic ently embarrassing to 
one who never befor? filled a plac? upo floor 
of any legisiative body—and that Lam permiited to 
avail myself of the courtesy of the honorable mem- 
ber from Sodth Carolina, [Mr. Pickens] Sir, | 
have suid hat that which I wish to say 1s personal 
to myself. It is so, and perhaps equally so tosome 
of my colleagues, or otvers. Lf it be personal to 
them, it isro! areason why it isnot! raltome. 
It is important to me personally to define my peti- 
tion. My honorable co league (Mr. Raripes| ha 
intimated that the cbject of proposing those in-trac- 
tions is to a-certain if indeed the Executive branch 
of the Government has determined to abandon the 
Cumberland road, and that the same can en'y be 
done by takinz a vote of this tiouce, for the pur- 
pxe of ascertainicg whether the frien's of the 

dmnistration wiil sa tain rations upon 
the road or net. If I vee to besieant, sr, it 
mignt be inferred that the view of the sudjec! taken 
by my colleague is also mine. iam noi willing it 
should be so understoed. I thereio e have s;nzht 
permission to explain, lest it may be wfeorcd that 
the design to connect this question with genera 
politics, is common to all the members from Ln- 
diana. 

Sir, my colleague has said that the Executive 
branch of this Goverament has not transm ted any 
estimate for the Cumberland road. I doubt no: my 
colleague thinks so. Bat, sir, I find in the estimate 
coming here from the Tcupographical burean, that 
a large sum for the Cumberland road is incinded, 
Will my colleague say thet the Topographical ba- 
reauis no partof the Executive branch of this Go- 
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vernment? Again: this estimate of the Topographical 
bureau is sent to this House, sanc ioned by the 
Secretary at War, and accompanying a commun: 
cation from the Depertment over which he pre-ides, 
an! to whieh the Topographical bureau is an ap- 
pendange. Willi my eoleague say that the Secre- 
iry at War is no part of the Executive branch of 
this Government? 
Jut, sir, if it were tre that the Executive had 
‘ven appropriations for the Cumberland road the 
itisno reason why, on this occas on, and 
here, there should be an effort to make political 
capital outofthe fact. ‘The original and peculiar 
duty of the Executive, under the Constitu‘ion, 1n re- 
ference to erpenditures, is to place before Congress 
estimates for ths class of expenditures prescribed 
by the Constitution, The Cumberland road has 
not been brought before the nation by the Constitu- 
It is of legislative growth. While the L:gis- 
lative branch of the Government (Congress) sus- 
tained it, the Executive also sustained it At the 
last session of the last Congress, the apprepriation 
for this road was vetoed, not by the Executive, but 
by Congress. If it were even trae, then, that the 
Executive has purposely passed over this road in 
the estimates presented to this Hous:, it is scarcely 
fair to hold the Administration exclusively respon- 
The Executive could find a reason fer pass- 
ing the road by, in the refusal of Congress to make 
appropriaticns for it, He m'ght have inferred, from 
the aciion of Conzress, that public opinion would 
no longer sustain appropriations upon the Cum‘er- 
land read. Bat I infer very differently from my 
colleague upon this subject. I repeat that I see 
nothing fom wheh to infer that the Executive in- 
tended to deceat appropriations upon the Camber- 
land read. 
I have said, sir, that T regret to see any effort 
1 ive a poliical castto thisquestion. Iam 
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always sorry to see any question embarrassed by 
politica! considerations. It is fatal to all fair and 
useful legislation to bring geueral politics to bear 
upon particular qiestions. Particular questions 
ought to depend upon their particular merits. 
This question has merits. In stating them I will 
be brief; and it is as necessary to my pe sonal ex- 
planation to state the grounds upon which the sub- 
ject, in my opinioa, stands, as it ts to disclaim sym- 
pathy with those who incline to give a_ political 
ect to the action ef the Honse npon the matter. 

Sir, for years the pation held in its coffers, and 
used, without in‘erest,iimm n-e sams of the two per 
fund aceruing to the Wasiera S:ates under a 
national compact At length i's expenditure was 
commenced, according to the compaci, and, itis 
said, that it is all expende’, Suppose this to be 
true, is it inequitable tor the Westera States to ex- 
pect a small advance in re uro, ont of a fund which 
wi'l soon ind: muify the Treasury? 

Again, the people of te Western States have 
been fangh!, by more than thiuty years’ legislation, 
to expect appropriations for, and the final comple- 
tion of, the Cum'erland read. They have seen en- 
mineers passing alorg through Onio, Indiana, Tli- 
nos, and atleast a partof Missouri. Toney have 
seen large sums expended year afier year, and, 
flaal'y, they have seen, durng the past year, an 
e:timsteof the probab'e cost of the road, taken by 
engincers appointed by the Government, and act- 
ing under its authority. Think you, sir, they will 
now see the work abandovedjand not hold responst- 
'le those who contribute to the defea' of th's their 


great measure. 
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Sir,a monarch, a despot, would not first in- 
s:uct, by a corse of acion kept up for thirty 
years, a portion of salbjects, to expect a particular 
ot jectto meet his faver, and then all at once aban- 
don it. And wil the Representatives of a free peo- 
pe, who are “conscious of their rights, refuse that 
justice, that kindness, to sucha peop'e, which a 
de«pot dare not refuse to his sor’s?) ‘The Legisla- 
tive and Execetive branches of this Government, 
actng tozeh r, have produced the expectations 
which I have stated. [s it wise to disappoint 
them? Will not a jealous people, think you, 
mark those who defcat this measure? It is their 
all absorbing interest. Even general politics ([ 
mean paity- politics) are abso: bed by it. They will 
not deem that man, or that party, orthodox, who or 





which may contribute to disappoint hopes raised 
by your predecessors, the great end the good, E pa . 
years, (they think they were wise, tor,) who haver-. 
venanted, by implied contracis, sironger than mere 
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party con-ideratioas—ay, strc ng as national fairh_ 
to conunue appropriations, reasonably app: rtj 
to the condiion of the state of the Treasy 
the Cumberland road, or make tome equ taj, 
friendly, and final disposition of the subject far 
different from ceasing to appropriate, without ha. 
son given. 

In accordance with my pledge to the hono 
member from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickes 
renew the motion to lay the matter under congire, 
ration upon the table. But Ido soin the fon 
hope that the motion may uct prevail. ' 

Mr. LIDDLE appealed to Mr. Wicx to w,. 
draw his motion. 

Mr. WICK replied that he would ¢o so jf ay. 
thorized by the gentleman from South Carcling, 
He was under a pledge to that gentleman to renew 
his mo'ion; and, having done so, he was not ay. 
thorized to withdraw it, unless with his sanction. 

The question was then takea on laying the reso. 
Jutions on the table, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 86, nays I11,as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiford, H. J. Anderson, {Atherton, Banks 
Beirne, Bell, Black, Blackwell, Botts, Boyd, Aaron V Brown 
Burke, S. Hf. Butler, William O. Butler, Joha Campie'! 
William B. Campbell, Carro}l, Carter, Chapman, Ciafiond 
Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Cravb, Craig, Joba 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dilleit, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Five, 
Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Jas. Garland, Goggin, Gra 
ham, Griffin, Hand, Hawes, Hawkins. Hill of Virginia, Il) of 
North Carolina, Holieman, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jack 
son, J. Johnson, C. Johnson, John W. Jones, Kemble, King, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Montgomery. Nisbet, Par 
menter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Shaw, Shepard, Sirong 
Sumter, Taliaferro, Philip F. Taomas, Jacob Thompson, Tor 
ney, Warren, Watterson, Jarel W. Williams, Henry Wil. 
liams, L. Williams, and Worthington—85, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Simeon H. Anderson, Andrews, B:ker, Barnard, Beatty, Biddle, 
Bond, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhow 
Carr, Casey, Chittenden, James Cooper, Corwin, Crans or, 
Crary, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward D 
vies, John W. Davis, G. Divis, Dennis, Doan. Duncan, £ 
wards, Ely, R. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, 
Granger, Green, William Hastings, Jotin Hastings, Henry 
Hotfinan, Hook, Howard, Hunt, James. Jameson, Nathan! 
Jones, Keim, Kempshall, Lawrence, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lincoln, McCarty, McCulloh, Marvin. Mason, Medill, Miller, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya. Morgan, Calvary Morria, Nay 
lor, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parish, Parris, Proffit, Randa 
Randolph, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Robinsen, Russell, 
Faltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade. A!bert Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Steenrod, Storrs, Stuart, Sweeny, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Tillinghast, Totand, Triplett, Tran 
bull, Underwood, Vanderpoel, P. J. Wagner, Weiler, J. White, 
Wick, Thos. W, Williams, Joseph W. Williams, and Christo 
pher Hl. Williame—111. 

Mr. BiDDLE disclaim-d any intenticn of dis- 
courtesy in his previous remarks, towards the grr- 
tleman from Indiana, (Mr. Wick ] when te inte:- 
posed a point of order to arrest the exp'anation. 
Fle had done so because of hs aversion to the 
practice which had obtained there, of one member 
making a motion wh'ch went to dispose o! a sub- 
ject withont debate, and then withdrawirg i', and 
yielding the floor to another, u,o.1 the condiion 
that, after be had made the remarks istenced, he 
would renew it. It was a practice which led 1 
the greatest abuses at the last session. It was 
usurping the powers of the H: use for one rea 
ber to obtain the floor, and to deal it out to whon- 
scever he pleased. He was op; osed to ail com- 
pacts of the kind batwren members; anc the pracy 
tice should be reprobated by a'l. ‘That gentleman 
(Mr. Wick] bad stated :o the Howse that be 
wished to make an explanation personal to hil 
se'f; but bad converted it in'o a vindication of the 
policy of the Government in relation to the sub 
jeci-matter before the House. 

He thought a similar spirit of courtesy was de 
from that gentiemen to others, to whom the mst ¢ 
was equally personal to permit tiem to make an ei 
planation. And what was the object of the hond 
rable gentleman from Indiana in the personal ei 
planation made. Why, to prove that the Pres 
dent, in the mode in which he has presented the 
subject, has acted fa‘rly. He tcok issue with that 
geatieman. The President, he thought, had pre 
sented itin such away as would best pro.nole 
electioneering purposes. He had done it in such 
a way as would place the legislative branch of the 
Government in a wrong positicn before the cout 
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Congress—of going beyond the estimates. Mr. B. 
then referred to the message of the President, and 
qiticularily that pait relating to the estimates 
for the year 1840, in support of his position. But 
he wished to speak from the beok, because he be- 
jieved the people tarned with disgust from gene- 
rali ies—from wholesale denunciations, and there- 
fore quoted the following paragraph, to show thai 
it was intended for electioneering pui p ses: 

Ind-pendent of the redemption ef the pub- 
re debt and trusts, the gross expenditures 
of seventeen and eighteen miilions in 1834 
and 1835 had, by these causes, swelled to 
twenty-n ne milliens in 1836; and the appro- 

rations fer 1837, mate previously to the 
4th of March, canced the expenditure to rise to the 
very large amount of thirty-three millions. We 
were enabled during the year 1838, notwi hstand- 
ing the cont nance of our Indian embarrassments, 
comewhat to reduce this amount; and that for the 
present year, 1839, will not, inall probabil ty, ex- 
coed twenty-six millions, or sx miihons less than 
itwas last year. With a determination so far as 
depends on me to continue this redaction, | have 
directed the rstimates for 1840 to be sujctedao 
gyerest scrutiny, and to te 1 mited to the ab« late 
requ rewents of the public service. They will be 
fourd less than the expen‘litures of 1339 by over 
five milons of dollars.” 

This, he said, was prepared with the consum- 
mate sk ll of a veteran politic'an—it was something 
cempendious, which would do to carry to the mi! 
or the market, for eleciioneering purposes. The 
partisans of the President had already seized upon 
this brief statement of professions of economy to 
glorify him and to advance his cause for another 
term. Would any man say that any credit vas 
due tohim for this profession of a des re for an 
economical administration of the Governmen:? 
Does he not wish to convey the idea to the poo- 
pe that he had been doing every thing in 
his power to retrench the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and that he had been successful in break- 
ing them down: andif he be elected for another 
vim, that he would entirely do away with them. 
He believed thet was the impression intended to be 
made. He called upcn the gentlemen from Ind:- 
ana{[Mr. Wick] to show where a single abuse 
had teen corrected by the President, or where a 
single retrenchment had been madefin the expenses 
of Government. Dot aclerk, whose services were 
unnecessary, had been dispensed with. He knew 
this messag* would go far in advance of the esti- 
mates, and do its work in deceiving the people. 
He then adver edto the wate of the public mo- 
neyin Florida by the misman-gement of the op:- 
rations there—denounced the Executive because 
hebad pre ented no estimates to carry on future 
operaions there, where the military forces were as 
mich needed now as heretofore-—and attributed the 
change in that policy to a desire to prepare for the 
coming election, by presenting a seeming redacticn 
of the expenditures. But he believed that all 
which would be saved from that sovr.e wou'd in 
heend te wasted on something e!se which shouid 
claim less of the attention of the Government. 

The President, he said, did not ask for a single 
soldier to carry on that war; nor was there any 
estimate for the | gat-houses, end oher obj: cts of 
expend:tare, wh ch had claimed the action of Con- 
gssheretofore. This he attr:buted ‘0 a desga oa 
the part of the Executive to render the popular 
branch of the Government odious in the e; es of the 
pople—to throw the responsibiluy on them of 
vtug more money than the estimates called 
‘on. He has cal'ed for but eighteen mil- 
lons in the estimates, when, in facet, the 
appropriation by Congress will not be less than 
Wwenty-five miliions. Tis will be the issue pre- 
sented to the pecple—that Ci ngress wou'd be 
ciaigeable with all the extravagance—and that it 
Would be used as an argument to prove that if the 

ecutive had sole con'rol of the purse, seven mil- 
lions would have been saved of the people’s money. 
Hecharged the P:esident and heads of Departments 
With shrinking from the introduction cf certain items 
ito the estimates; and afier these estimates had 
goue abroad, they would be found sneaking before 

Committee to prevail upon them to insert those 
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items in the bills to be reported. He charged the 
President with lending his countenance to extrava- 
gance, and with skulking from the responsibility 
of recommending the measures which Icad to it. 
He contended that if the regular estimates for the 
continuance cf the Cumberland road were omitted 
on account of the embarrassed condition of the 
Treasury, thatthe Executive should have told the 
House and the coun'ry so. 

Mr. REYNOLDS observed that this w2s a sub- 
ject exceedingiy interesting to his constitvents; aud 
for this reasen, and not for any political considera- 
tions, he had risen to say a few werds with regard 
to it. Ifhe remained silent, when a question go 
deeply affecting tieir intercs's was discussed here, 
he shcu'd fail in the duty he owed to tho:e whom 
he represented, and would be jastly acccuatable to 
them for it. It was extremely un‘oriunate for him 
that every time he rose to address this House—ar d 
it was bat seldom that he dd so—pol tics should 
uonecessarily have ben mixed up with the matter 
he felt boun! to express his views on. This was 
the case, the Speaker would recollect, when the 
question of adopting the viva voce principle of voting 
was befi re the House; and he had agaia to regre: 


that it should be unnecessarily ¢ragzed up 
now, when ae subject so inerestirng ¢ 
the Western country wes under diseus- 


sion. Now he was not 10 poli! cal 
discussionsin their proper place; he was not op- 
posed to stump speeches, made bel tly and openly, 
in the Western fashion; but he did not approve cf 
the Eastern fashion, of holding a caucus at mid- 
night and bringing ou! a candidate who could not 
say a word for himself. 

But on a subject of tie importance to the West 
that this was, he appealed to We tern gentlemen to 
discard politics and discuss it with reference to its 
meriis alone. No political capital could be gained 
by either party from ths question, and he would 
put it to his Wes:ern fricnds whether a measure 
they had so much at heart would not be injoriously 
affected by dragging it unnecesserily into the po- 
I'tical arena. Indeed, it would be good policy on 
his part to avoid a political discussion, for he wes 
well aware that his desultory remarks would ap- 
pear slight in comparison with the sp-rited, stirring 
speech they had just heard from the gentlemen 
trom Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bippe.] 

Mr. BIDDLE exylaine!. He would assure the 
gentleman fion Iliinois that be would not have 
said a word on this subject if it had not been for 
the remarks inade by the gentleman from Indiana, 
who obtaine! the floor for the purpose of making a 
personal explanation, and then went into a defence 
of the Administration. 

Mr. REYNOLDS centinued. He had not in- 
tended to say a word in complaint of the remarks 
made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, for 
whom he entertained the highest respect. What 
he intended 'o say was for tae yurpoce of showing 
to his Western friends the importance of keeping 
this question free from the politcal conflicts of the 
day. He woud say, however, in reference to the 
President, that ke was notaverse to asking him 
for information on this or any subject touchiag the 
public interests, and would, with pleasure, vo'e for 
a resolution tothateffect. Fle would not oppose a 
resoiution reaching the Departments ina proper way, 
for he was not for stifl ng investigation when the 
public interes's required it. But, said Mr. R. let 
us turn our atiention to the subject before us. Sup- 
pose the President has neglected to recommend the 
Cumberland read to the favoratle consideration of 
Congress... Suppose an appropriation jor that road 
is not to be fou: d in the estina‘'es of the Secretary 
of the Treesury. Were these reascns why the 
friends o° the measure should not press it upon 
Congress? I entreat, then, my Western friends to 
join me in my endeavors to gei the action of this 
Hcue in favor of this measure, and, laying po'i- 
tics aside, assist in obtainieg an appropriation for it. 
This road was, strictly speaking, a national mea- 
sure. It was commenced in 1806, and had been uni- 
form!'y carried on, year by year, down to the present 
time. It had been a favorite measure withthe De- 
mecracy of the country, and had been sanctioned 
by Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe. He was 
aware that some genilemen on that floor were of 
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opinion that internal improvements by the General 
Government were contrary to the provisions of the 
Constitution. This was no doubt correct, as a ge- 

Bot were there not exceptions to every 
rule? And was not this Cumberland road one of 
ese exceptions? The Federal Government ought 
ot 'o make internal improvements im the old 
tates, because they had the power of taxatun 
ver the soil within their limits, and had resources 
o make these improvemen’s themselves. That, 
\oWever, Was not the cace with the new States. 
The vast public domain within their limits was ex- 
empted from taxaton, and that resource for inter- 
nal improvemen's was cut off. Give to the new 
States the power of taxing the publ c lands, and we 
willask you for no more appropriations for the 
Cuimbertand road. Did not this circumstance 
make an exception tothe general rule? 





neral rule. 
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There wasanother reason wh'ch made this road an 
exception to the ru'e. There was a just, legal, and 
equitable compact made with the new States, by 
which two per cent. of the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands wasto be applied to roads leading 
othem. It was said that this two per cent. fund 
hap been already expended, but this, he believed, 
was not true. He was informed by his [riend from 
Ohio, that he had data to prove that a large amount 
of ths fund was yetunexpeoded. If this was true, 
and he had no doubt that it was s>, he hoped that 
his friend from Ohio would be the next to catch the 
Speaker's eye, and be enabled to demonstra’e the 


facts to the Tfouse. Mr. R. went on to al. 
vert to the deep interest taken by the peo- 
pie of the West in this measure, and to the 
impo'iey and injustice of disappo ning their 


reassnable expectations with tegara to it. 
He noticed the liberal eppropriatceas mace for 
other objec’s, and particularly for the defence of 
Florida, fer which he hed voted, and hoped that 
genileman would extend the like liberality 'owardsa 
measure soioterestirg to his consiiuents. He wou!d 
remind gent'emen,he saidof the large sums collect- 
ed every vear from the new Srates for the sale ct 
ihe pubiie lands, and would ask them if it did not 
seem unjust to draw al this money frem that see- 
tion of country wi hout expending some of it there 
inieturn. This very fact, be thought, was suffi- 
cient !o make ths subject anexception to the gene- 
ral rule. After some fur her remarks from Mr. I. 

Mr. MASON said the gentleman who preceded 
him hal spoken of the propriety and improprie'y 
of subjecting this measer?’to the hezud of the 
whirlpocl of party polities. He, for one, dis- 
claimed ail intention, all purpose, of subjecting 
this measure tosuch tnhallowed test. The two 
great political parties of the country had not di- 
vile ton this question, though gentlemen from each 
had taken ditferent sides asto the expediency of 
progressing with the Cumberland road. Gentle- 
men of both parties had steod in opposition to 
this mersire. He beleved if the gentlemen frown 
the West—the section of corntry so much in'e- 
resied in the measure—should fall out emong 
themselves as to expediency, the enemies to this 
real would look on and say, let them figh it out; 
because they know that that would bethe most ef- 
fedtual way to defeat it. Therefore, the gentle- 
mea from the West, of boh partes, should 
act with some ccncert. For one, he disclaimed any 
intention or desire to make poli ical capital out of 
the question, as had been attributed to some by the 
genticman from Indiana. That gentleman had 
said it was not a party measure in the Western 
country. 

Mr. WICK replied, that what he said was, thet 
it was in the Westan all absorbing question, more 
so than any question of general politics. 

Mr. MASON was about resuminz his remarkg, 
when he was prevailed upon to y eld the floor to 

Mr. JAMESON, on whore motion 

The House adjourne! t:!! Monday next. 


— 


IN SENATE, 
Mowpay, February 10, 1840. 

The CHAIR submited a rej ort from the Secre- 
tary of the Tre*sury, showing the payments made 
on account of miscellaneous claims Curing the 
year 1839; 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, show- 
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ing the names and salaries cf the clerks employed 
in the several bureaus of that Department during 
the year 1839; 

Also, a rerort from the Secretary of War, show- 
ing the contracts made by that Dy partment during 
the year 1639; 

Also, a ie, ort from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a report of Nathaniel West, ecmmiss over 
io investigate claims againsi the Miami Iudians, 
for the year 1839; 
which were severally laid on the tabie, ind or- 
dered to be prin'ed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, iaccmpliance with the resoluuion of the Se- 
nate of the 31 ult. relative to te estimated emount 
whch will be received from the salt duty during 
the years 1£40, 1841, 1842, and 1#43, &c ; which 
was referied to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ROBINSON pres: nte { the petition of Jo- 
seph G. Bowman and others, for a mail route; 
which was referred to the Committe cn the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Purdy; which was referred to the Commitee 
on Claims 

Mr. NICHOLAS pre ented 
Aleaander Jones, on the subject of 
bars and dee; ening the channels in te Ohio and 
mouth of the Mississippi rivers, and ap, licabile to 
the improvement of the Western wateis generally; 
which was refirred to tne Committee on Com- 
meree, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented a document in rela- 
tion to the survey of the coast and harbors of the 
State of Mississippi; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WALL presented a memerial of a number 
of citizens of the United Svates, praying the :mpo- 
sition of a moderate duly on imported silks; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presened a petnuon from 
citizens of Philadel) hia county, praymg the atoli- 
tion of slavery and the slave trace in the Di-tr.ct 
of Columbia. 

The mton cf reception was, on motion by 


Mr. CLAY of Alalan he tat 


the memorial of 
removing the 


laid unen the table. 


Mr. TALLMADGE aise presented a memorial 
of the representatives of the Society cf Friends in 
the State of New Yors, prayig the «boition 
of the foreign and dimestic slave trade 

On motion by Mr. KING, the motion for recep- 
tion was laid on the table. 

Mr. T. also presen ed a,memorial from cit zens 


of Philadelphia, praying fr a d 


s lke; which wis referred to the Coaimitiee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. T. a':o present:d the memcria! of cit 
Racine, in Wisconsin Territory, for the improve- 
ment of that harbo:; which was reiesmd to the 
Commitee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEVIER preseited the memorial of the 
Legislative Assembly of lowa, praying Corgress to 
extinguish the India. tite in that Territory; which 
was teferred to the Commitee on Indian Afiairs. 

Mr. YOUNG preseuted the pe ition of a number 
of citizens of the Siate of Hhnors, praying for the 
establishment of a post read from Vandalia, Hi- 
nois, to Wateriown; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Pcst Office and Poast roads. 

Mr. Y. also presented the petition of a number 
of ci izens of Aurora, Hiineis, praying for increase 
of mail facilities betweea Cheago and Diro.’ 
Ferry in that Stete; which was refer d fo the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Los 


uly on florein 


ZeNS Ol 


Roi ds. 

Mr. STURGEON prirsented the memorial of 
members of the bar ot Williamsport, Lycoming 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for an imetease ol} 
salary tothe judge of the United States for the 
western district of Pennsylvania; which w.s refer- 
red to the Committee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. §. also presented three memorials from cili- 
zens of Philadeipbia, praying for the imposition of 
a mcderate duty on imported silks; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. S. also presented a petition of ctitain cili- 
zens of Biockley, Philadelphia county, praying 
egamnst the a¢mission of any State, which tolerates 
slavery, into the Union. 
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On motion by Mr. PRESTON, the motion of re- 
ception was laid on the tab'e. 

Mr. LUNN presented the memorial of H. Horgh 
and others, ciuzensot the S:a‘e of Kentucky, pray- 
ing the cdep'ion of measures by thisGovernment for 
ithe estab i-hment and protection Of a coleny ta the 
Oregon Territory; which was referred to the Se.ect 
Committee on the Oregon Territery, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. MOUTON pre: ented the memoria! of John 
B. Theale and others, praying the establishment of 
a poitof entry at Peiry’s Bridge, on Vermilion 
bav,in the State of Louisiana; which was referred 
to tie Comm tice on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. MOUTON, the petition of 
James B. Sullivan, now on fi e, was teferred to the 
Commi.tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of a number of 
citizens of Mecon county, Alabama, praying to be 
allowed to enter viher Jands in Jieu of the 16-h sec- 
, in township 17, in said county, fer the use of 
schouls, and improperly located to certain Indians; 
which was refeircd to the Commiitee on the Pablic 
Lands. 

Mr. K. also presented the memorial of anumber 
of citizens of Mobile, praying an appropriation for 
the erection of light-khoxses and beacors, for ren- 
cering more secure the navigaticn between Mobile 
and New Orleans; which was referred to ihe Com- 
mitiee on Com: erce. 

Mr. K. als» presented the petition of John Scott, 
praying remuneration for the destruction of his 
propeity by apary of emigrating Creek Indians; 
which was relene!l to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of a 
numter of half-breeds of the Sioux tribe of In- 
dians, praying Congress to carry cerain traty 
stipulations into effect; which was referied to the 
Commitiee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. 6. also presented six memoria!s of citizens 
of the United Sta’es, praying an imposiiioa of a 
moderate duty on foreign siiks; which were re- 
ferred to the Commitee cn Finance. 

Mr. LINN, from the Commitee cn Private 
Lani! Clams, to which wes reieried the petition of 
Wilson P. Hunt, repored a bill for the relief of 
Gregoire P. Sarpy, or his legal represen‘atives; 
wich was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, to whch 
was refer cd the Fill to quiet the titles Of certain land 
cla man’s in the Sates of Missourm and Arkausas, 
and for other purposes, repcried it without amend- 
tien’. 


Ho 


CUMBERLAND FOAD. 

Mr. SMI1H cf Indiava, from tie Committee 
on Reads and Canals, to which the subject had 
been referred by a resclation of the Senate, repeit- 
ed a bili making an ap; repriation, payable by in- 
stalments, of asum sutiic ent to ccmpiete the Cum- 
berland rozd in the States of Oho, Indiana, Lli- 
nois, and Missouri, and tansterriig the road to 
those States under certan restrictions. 

The bil was eccompanied by a long report, 
in which it is maintained that the Cumberlond road 
was conceived and commenced in the wise and 
siatesmantke policy of the times, with an eye tothe 
payment of tae Revolutionary deb', by making the 
Western lands tributary to that object; that the 
( und read isa great national work, to the 
final comple ion of which the national faith is 
plecgec; ict the coutrecttewern the Gereral Go- 
vernment and the S ates ef Ohio, Ind ana, Lhnos, 
lissouil, unver What is termed the c. mpacts, 
was for theconstruct on of the road;and that thetwo 
per cent. Wes not granted tu the States to make the 
road, but reserved by the Genera! Government to 
make one, and that she is bound to construct it un- 
der the compacts ct all even's; that if the General 
Government cou'd be viewed in the light of a 
trustee to the States, stll se was bound fora jadi- 
cious and economical application of the whole 
fund coum'ttd to her charge to the object intend- 
ed, and she could net dscharge herself by saying 
that the fund was reduced by grants, Conations, 


the peyment of ml tary bounties, reductions of 


price, and pre emptio: s, authorized by heiself; nor 
could she escape from her re-ponsibi ity by saying 
that she had Jaid out her work ona scale too ex- 












pensive for the fund reserved by her to com 


that a transfer to the States of the funds, a 


with the future chaige of the road, would 
continuous and energetic prosecution of 
upon the most economical principles. Ea 
lion, and others, are examined at length. 
The bill was read a first and second time: 


insure g 
the work. 
ch Pca; 


the report,on motion of Mr. SMITH, wi _ 


thous: nd extra copies, was ordered to be Printed 


REGULATION OF FOREIGN COMMERCE 

Mr. BENTON rose to move the Senate to te 
print certain resolutions for the regulation of fo ae 
commerce, on principles of reciprocity and mu. 
tual benefit, which he had brought into the Sena'e 
near ten years ago, but wh.ch had not they Tipened 
into any legislative action. The resolutions were 
then brought forward, ia view of the approze} 
extinction of the public debt, and the Cousequen; 
ability of the Gov. rament to make a great 1educ. 
tin of dutes on fore.ga impr ris; 10r which reduc. 
tious he then believed, as he now believes, that 
both the Constitut.on ot the United States, and the 
interest of the country, required equivalent advan, 
tages to be demanded from foreign countries, in 
return for the great advantages they would receive 
fiom such a large aboliton of duties on their ey. 
ports brought to our country. If the res o'u'jogs 
had then tipened into Iegis ative measures, the 
ccuntry would not now have to regret ihe anuyal 
importation cf fifty millions of free goods from 
countries, several of which oppress with enormous 
daties, and fetter with injurious restrictions, the 
products of the United Siates which go to their 

orts, 

Having failed in his attempt to procure this re. 
gulation of foreign commerce it the epoch of the 
exiinction of the public debt, be had since looked 
furward to the next event in the history cf the 
country, which would enable him to renew theat- 
tempt. This would be found in the apprvach rg 
expiration of what is called the ec mprom‘seae, 
aud which would expire on the 30h of June, 1842. 
That act conducted the dut es to a point at which 
they could net remain—to a poiat which woud 
produce a reaction—and would involve a general 
readjustment of the dut es on im; orts. It was top e 
pare fer th's event, and !0 be in a condition to an- 
tcipaie action by previcus deliberstion, founded on 
infoimation, that he had moved at the last sessicn 
for the cali oa the Secretary of state for a report 
on the burdens and resirictions ou the commerce of 
the Untied Stats in fore gn ports; whch call the 
tne Secretary (Mr. Fois)th,) hid abity and slate- 
ratcly answered, and of wnich answer the Senate 
had ditecied a larze eliivn to be priate |. This call 
tor the report washis first step toxards the reviral 
of the plan con‘ained in his comme:cial resolutions 
of 1831: the second sep was, !o reprint those re-o- 
lutions, as corta‘n:ng bis expo: ition of ‘he m-aning 
of the Cousti‘ution, and his opinion of the duty of 
Congress under it, ans the advantage which would 
redound to the country from the discharge of that 
duty. When thereport of the fecretary should be 
printed, he should move practically upon the svb- 
ject; and should endeavor to ripen his plan into a 
legislative act. 

Mr. B. said it would not be cxpected of bim at 
this ime, and cn this moticn to repr-nt former Te- 
solut ons, that he shou'd go into any geveral exp. 
sition or support of the plan of commercial recipto- 
city which he prceposed; but it woud be proper i 
him to say that what be pro,osed was n big 
more nor less than the revival of the plan cout t 
ed in Mr. Jefferson’s repoit, and Mr. Madi o's fe 
solutions, on the regulaticn of fore gn commerce, #& 
far back as the year 1793, and which report and fe 
solutions presented the true interpreiation of ihe 
Cons iiution of the United States, and contemp!2 
ted the acquisition of advantages to iheir county 
proportionate to the advantages wh ch other ba 
tions received from us in the fiee or in the cxea? 
adm ssion of their preducts into cur ports. 

The Constitution grants two distinet powers ' 
Congres in relation to foreign ci merce; the fs 
power is, to raise revenue from imports “w the ne 
cessitics of the Generel Government; the other, ® 
regulate comm: ree with foreign nations, Thest 
sre distinct powers, granted for different ot jects 
and not convertible or transmuiable into ect 
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